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more compleate diſcovery of them, to your 
'Prmcely eyes, not that] account them worthy 
( as they are mine ) of the leaft looke of Maieſtie_; 
but truſting wboy to that clemency and favour, 
which I humbly entreat, may ſhine from you, 
vpon this my poore endeyours it having(next 


ro the honour of tht moſt high God) her one- 


 Naſmuch as it pleaſed 


by the grace of Gov, 


our moſt excellent Ma- 
ieſtie, ro vouchlafe a Gra- 
cious eare to the vweake vt- 
terance of theſe Medita- 


tions, I am comfortably 
encouraged to preſent 2 


Az, ly 


ly reſpeCt, and ayme, at your AMatrſtes preſent, 
and tuture condition a true type vwhereof, is 
here tendered by him, whole {oule doth daily 

(ue vato the Ag of Kings, tat as he hath mcea- 
{red vnto, ( ark you haue ihared with, ) Mo- 

ſes, and Davia,many tribulations in the entrance 
of their honour, and renowne,and after made 
them ſo much the more fans, Rs and 
vidorious : So it, might plealc une fat me Lord to 
alot you the ſoy Cctc happincilc of ther 11Tue, 

which was moſt bleſſed and glorious ; to alay 
the diſtaſte of chat bitter begin ing, which 
( vnto nacure ) ſeemeth ſomewhar tarce, and 
grievous 3 and together with That pecrelefle 
orcatneſie which they enmoyed on carth ; the 
lame olory and joy, which they poſle {le in 
heaven. The Great GOD of "4. 'en and earth 
blefie, with the richeit abwidance, and combination 
of his rw, and beſt bleſi1ngs, your Reyail Fdcad, 
and Hfband 3 your Fhghn iſe , All your hopeful] 
Plants.and P1 uicch poſterune, that Your Crowne may 
yet flouriſh, your cnemics may cver peril}, 
and you all.may be made mirows of Maie/ht ,a:.d 
'Roy alti: ,0 all Gencrations., 


Jour Mantts tits rn all 


autic to be commanded, 


Tonn VV 1 NG» 


RIGHT WORSHIPFVLL, 
And moſt worthy Gentlemen, 


Sir Francts Barrinoton, Sir Thomas Bar- 
11n2ton, and Sir /illram M a//ams, 
Knights, and to their vertuous 
LADIES. 


tons Wins, Wiſheth all continuance, and en- 
creaſe of temporall happincſle on earth , which 
may aſſure, aud further, that which is 
ercrna!l mm the Heavens, 


Right Worlhipfull, and Right weil-bcioved, 


YE S ; T #5 now ſome 200d ſpace of time [1mce_, 
RE God gane me the happines, and oppartu- 

2D ls VA 
Ls tobe mail kWwne vato you, and 
> A Gam tame to come, to taſle, and receine 
thoſe fruns of your favour and lone; 
which however, Tteaue to the Lord (out of his lone \ for a 
full recompence of reward, to be 91ven vnto every o you, 
#1 duz time 3 yet, I could not but ot of my dutie ſo acknow- 
A. 3 led 


Ls 1% wv” 
a i. 


le.ige the ſame, as I miyh! both make known? your Worthy 

ex.onp!-s for others to tmitate, and trace, ip thiſe dead and 

vw thy times ; ant alſo 2m evidence to zour ſelues,of my 

tru? and vnþ. ned hankfuln s, fo ec þeb; ener aven, as no 

diitance of place, or durance of tame, ( / bope.. ) 

ſhall ever be able t1 abo"jÞ. Receine T beſecch you all, this 

myre; as the mo.tdel: of my owes d'/1re towards you, and 

of your (ſtate iththar God, who P avm? enriched you 

with that 2101 1945 Advantage, and Prerogatiue, to 

be call:d is Saints, will /o over-rule all evills, incident to 

his, that thy ve: y damages, hall "ks matter of 

« Tim. 6. 2ame pany 1 He who hath ſayd | Godlinctle 

$6 Is gaine, [ a1. { ſhaved the powerfull perſwaſton thereof, 

Phil.z. 7. in they pratl ie, who hau{ accounted the things that 

were gaine ynto them, lofle and dung for 

Chriit, ] make you in Chriſt, hapry gainers,by your grace, 

and godlineſſe, with the happicſt of his owne, vn:ter hea- 

ven, for the preſent, du. ing your pilgrimage here ; and in 

heaven, in full poſs ſSton for ever, and ever. To bis grace. 

I commend you all, and all that are yours 3 daily deſiring 

you may be partakers of his glory through him, who was 

Rev.1.18. dead, and is aliue, and beholde he beth for evermore_. 
m whom 1 reſt ever 


Yours to my vtmoſt, 
for any ſervice, 


loun Win. 


VEAL AE VE IS VEN 
NES ES SIES GNENS 
{s; To the Chriſtian Reader. 


RlEloved in the Lord, feeins promiſe 1s debt, 
os 4nd performance alone the onely diſcharge that 
$9 £40 g1me plenary [atisfatt ion; | muſt (at pretent) 
YI deale as poore debtors of i-times are enforced, to 
pray where they cannot pay, and to entreat yet longer time, 
for that whichwas duelong 4-goe. /t uw neere foure yeares, 
fince 1 began to envage my ſeife vnto thee, for the perfecting of 
my Matrimoniall Trearilc, then (in part) publiſhed. To this 
day, | confeſſe I hane not finiſhed the ſame, for 1 met with ſuch 
cumbrance, hinderance, and inconvenience , im that |ittle, 
which was bat as 1 Preface to the reft,that 1 durſt not adven- 
tre to ſet vpon the remainder, being the farre greater part. 
Yet,1 am not out of all hope,ere long to doe it ,andin the meane 
time, [ thong ht good to ſend this Sermon abroad, wherein 
hawe endevonred the care, of one of theme/i common ſores, 
that hath come to my obſervation in theſe evill times ;, to wit, 
the hard conceit, that not onely the vngodly doe harbour of 
God's people, but they of themſelues, eſpecially if outward 
things goe hard with them, and the times doe not favour, but . 
diſtaſte, and frowne vpon them.Beholde here,a man that was 
tausht of God, to know ſo much of the very meaneſt eſtate of 
the members of Chrill, that he willingly left tobe mightic in 
the world, tomake one among them in their meanencile, and 
miſery ; «nd by his prattiſe made it manifeſt, that his perſwa- 
Was quite contrary to the baſe opinion of men,touching the 
Saintiof God. And if he were led vnto this excellent eſtima- 
t1019 


tion by extraordinary inſpiration from God, s it not extra- 
ordinary impieric, to thinke or ſpeake otherwiſe of them ? 
Surely, ſo farre as God did informe the one, Satan doth infa- 
tute the other, Reade and ponder the particulars, and pray 
' zo that God for me, to whom 1 am, and ſhill be 4 ſuiter ſor 
thee, for thy preſent, and future well-fare. 


Farewell in the Lord, 
;n whom I am thine, 


Ioun Wins, 


ADVANTAGE. 


The welLfare of che Faithfull, in the 
Worſt Times. 


Hee xk, I. 26. 


Eſfteeming the reproach of ( briſt oveater riches than 
the treaſures m 2A21Þt. 


T 1s not much materiall vnto vs, 
neither will it be worth our 
time and labour, to looke at- 
ter the !{//13ter of this Epiitie, 
ſeeing it 1s palt queſtion, that 
the holy Ghoſt was the Author 
of the ſame. And therfore we 

©} will not trouble our (clues, or 

you, with any necdleſſe and 
fruitleſſe fearch, whar man of God it night be that pen- 
ned ir,ſceing we are through!y periwaded that God him- 
ſelfe inſpired it ;who having grear abundance and varic- 
tie of divine Secretaryes,mighr employ whom he pleaſed 
12 
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in this ſervice, and yet not be picatid £5 tell vs was it 
was, whoin hc did employ in thc lam. It is notthe les ca- 
woneall, or 4th nik:, becaule we cannot tell who wrote 
ir:the matter 04 1t1s know ntobepgous,though non imeot 
any man of God, be prefixed there-vnato. The which, 
fiaccthe Lord 1n great wiledome hath concealed, how 
can we without groſle tolly endeavour r-» diſcover it? he 
having thought 2o9dto hid: it, 1t muſt be thought evs/l 
in vs co make enquiricafter it, 

What; cannot a god meſſage of gla4 tydings be wel- 
come from our beſt ſricnd, valeſſe wee may know the 
meſſengers name that brought it? Or ſhall nota Patent 
(from thc Kine ) contayning matter of profit, or p cfer- 
ment ; ora Pardon 0+ fome toule fact, bee accepted and 
belceved, it withal! we may nor be certificd ( by namc) 
which of the Sec c1artes of State did write it? would not 
all che world ccnlurc 1t for varcalonable abſurdity, ab- 
ſurd incivil:ty, yca, and for moit vncivill, and infuffera- 
ble inſoleacy, it a man ſhould Nand vpon thele tearmes 
with his betters, and thus refulz che meanes of his wel- 
farc ? were not (uch a onewell worthy ro bee wotul), for 
want of thatwhich he ſo vnworthily refuſed ? And it thus 
it be, in thele temporall occurrents, which can concerne 
bur our preſent externall advantage, it muſt of neceſhty 
bce ſo much the morecvill, and intollcrable, in thele 
ſpirituall affayres, by how much in them, we haue to do 
with him, whole excellency and glory doth ſurmounr 
all mens; and in thoſe paſſages, which both in their 
owne nature, and in theirconlequence to vs, doc infi- 
nitcly and incomparably cxc-ed-, ail rhe benches ofthis 
preſent life, as being concerning the eternall, and in- 
conceivable happines of our whole man for evcr and c- 
ver in the heavens. 

Had any important point ct holy information depen. 
ded 
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ded ypon the noticeof the Pey-man of this part of ſcrip- 
turc, welhould afluredly have knowne who he had bin, 
for we hay: greatrealon to belecuc that our good God 
would not have withho:den any good thing trom vs: we 
m3y theretorc wel conclude thar no think could be gore 
ren by it, ſeetngrthe £27 riſe God will notletys know 
it; and whatidle and {enlcoletl- baſr-boares are wee then, 
z0 make our ſcives luch worthles & vrproticable wor ke, 
as wil: not pay turthe tme which 1s {prnt avout it, nor 
ycelde any aJvantage, if it were finilhed, and the /#/ 32er 
revealed. | 

The more aremen to be blamed, ( Divimeseſpectally, 
and the be/? moit of ail), who make fo much a doe a» 
bout this particular, as 1f the 2»7þorzie, or xullitte of this 
Exg/tle lay vpon the Writer,rather then vponthe Authour 
of the {ame. [t would weary and tyre any man,and make. 
him to mournec in his very foule, to (ce how men of emi- 
nentexce}lency, and worthy parts, have toyled in this 
titular, ( | bad almolitiayd, 215viall) bulineſle, diſputed 
berweene Pap1t and Papiſt, berweene Proteſtant and Pa- 
piſt, yea, berweene Proteſ{ant and Proteſtant, asif it were 
a matterof more then wordsor names (as Gallio (ayd) 
andof {ome mighty conſequence, when as indecde itis 
nor, neither hath any 5 of any force or fruit» 
nexed vntoir, whoſcname ſocver it beare. 

Some will haue it to bee Pauls, and for prooffe they 
pleade : firſt, Theſtile, and ftraine of ico be lo like hr, 
euery where, that it muſt needs be hi4 owne here: ſecond- 
ly, The cloſe, or concluſion of this Epiſtlecop.13.25. be- 
iog the ſame which Pas! ſaith he ſaluted his fricnds,and 
ſhoc vp all his Epiles withall : Thirdly, The authority 
of the Apoſtle Peter writing (as is thought) co the Hes» 
brewes ſaying, 2 Pef. 3. 15. 16. that Pawl had written to 
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them, ani ſeemeth to pointat this Epiltle,becauſc ofrhe 
ob{curiry and dithculry of divers things thcrein : and to- 
gether with thele, divers other obſervable things arc in- 
ttanced, anc vigcd inthe body of che Epiſtle, (ro5 long 
for vs now to relate) which make much probabiliticthac 
Pau! wrote it. 

Some others againe w:1] not hauc itto be Pas!s, but 
are per|wadcd {ome other holy man of God had the pen- 
ning of it,and they plead : r. That his namcis notco it, 
whereas Pauls manner was to {ct his name toal! that are 
vndoubcedly his:2.That he, who wrote this Epi/2le ſee- 
mcth not to hauc had the matter therof immeatately trom 
God(which Pas/cycrmore had) but med:ztely from ſome 
other,who hcard it from Chri/t, as the words cap.2. 1.2.3. 
doe import : together with ſome other likely paſſages 
which doe improouc Pauls penning of ir. 

And this v»neſ/ary controverſie hath colt much time, % 
paines,even among men of great learning and godlines, 
who yet I am perſwaded, cannot but know, that neither 
the 1»/criptions, nor Subſcriptions of theſe Epiſtles which 
haue beene written by ſeverall 1p-/7les, are, or can in any 
goodreaſon be accounted /criprmre,conſidering how ma- 
ny iuſt exccpti6s may b* alledged againit ſundry of both 
{orts,to make them miſtrutted,and ſubj:Rt ro vadeniable 
ambiguity, whereas all Scriptures abloJurely infallible. 
How is it then that men lay out cheir moncy for rhat 
which is not bread ?and rake ſuch paincs forthings that 
cannot profit? Summe vp all the /tems vreed of cither 
fide, what will the Totall amount vnto, but this, that in- 
aſmuch as ſome probability lyerh on either part, there 
is aſſurance on neither, Againe, admir and ſuppoleir 
were ſure on one fide, cither the affr marine, rhar it were 

Pasls, whatarc we the better, or the wiicr in the way to 
neaven forthe certaintic hereot? or on the vr2atine that 
i 
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it was nonc of Pauls, but that Lake (as ſome thinke) or 
Barnabas,or Clement (as others conceiue ) did pen it,what 
holines or happines is wonne, when all thts 15 done?ſurc- 
ly none. The mo#t that can come of the former is onely 
this,that we may call it the Epr/tle of Paul tothe Hebrewes | 
and put his name into our Coppies, as it is in all others 
except one ( as onc oblerveth). The lea? that can come 
of thc latter, is, that we leauc out Pas!s name, and all 
names, 8nd call it as we finde ic | the Epr/?le to the Hee 
brewes | which title or inſcription, being indifferent to 
either 11de, we will reſt in the lame as it ts, without further 
contention or inquilition, {ceing either Pars, or any 0- 
ther name noted before, may be probably put 1/2, and yet 
fafely left out, letvs take it without any at all, and ſo pro- 
ceed from the wreter, to the matter contained in that 
which 1s written, eſpecially in that little parcell which 
hath beeneread,and in the revealing whercot,vwe intend 
( by Geas gracc) to inliſt at this time. 

And that we may the berter come to comprehend what 
the will and inind of the Lord isthcrein, it (hall be good 
to goc backe alittle, to looke vpon the general! ftare of 
the whole Chapter, and to take ſuch a view ofthe ſame, 
45 may further vs in the particular of theſe words, 

And what is this Chapter (bcing well conſtdcred)bur 
a kinde of <w1mary or Abridgement, of the olde Teſta- 
ment in rhar part thereof eſpecially, which 15 hiſtorreall, 
and containeth the giſcovery of things done in matter 
of faR, by thoſe moſt famous #/or;htes of the Lord, the c« 
minency of whoſefaith, and exccllencie of the fruits of 
the ſame, haue herea molt gploriousremembrance, being 
left vp6 an everlaſting record that cannot faile, but mult 
and (hall remayne to the bleſſed 212moriall of rhoſe tuft men, 
the trya!! of whoſe faith having beene more precious 
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£han gold, ſhall be found vnto(the Lords,& their owne) x Per. 1. y; 
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prayſc,and honour,and glory,at the appearance of Teſus 
Chriſt, 

Of which !/or7kies (both men and women) wee 
hauc here a particular Catalezu', many of them being 
(by w ime) perionally expreiled,trom the beginning of the 
Chaptercorthe 33. ver/-: and others apparantly inclu- 
ded (though not wamed ) fromethencero theend And in 
this Catalopae it pical th the holy Gholt to keepe an Cx- 
celicnt d&corsm, in an orderly and methodical] diltci- 
bution ot the perſons, according to tic times wacrein 
they lived, and the Chreneloze of the worid, in the 
moſt famous Periods of the fame vader the olde Teſta- 
ment. 

Icbeginneth with righteous Abel, verl; 4. who lived 
not long atterthe Creation ( being the ſecond irom../7- 
4am) and gocth on from him to Encchthe ſeaventh from 
Adam (as /naecall'shim:) and from Encch to Noah, and 
{0 hiaitherh the hiſt famous period of the world,trom the 
CreationtO the Flood ; and beginnes the (econd fromthe 
flood ro Abrahim, & the reſt of thoſe peercles Patrizrehs, 
wholived aftcr the # 929d, and before the Law till Moſes; 
who over-living them all, did hniſh the ſecond famous 
period from the floed tothe giving of the Law, and made 
entrance into the third, from Moſes and the Law given, 
to the time of the /»dges: and ſo from thence- forward tg 
the change of the civil] goverament of the Jewes, from 
Iudeesto Kings : and vadertheir Kings, both during the 
time of their ſctled and peacecablcſtate, and alſo thence, 
vnto thoſe interrupted and miſcrable dayes, wherein 
Captivitie prevayled; both at the fir, 2» part, to their 
diſturbance once, and againefor a timc; and at the laft to 
the zotall and finall downe-fall and over-throw of that 
Nation, astouching any viſible face,cither of c5vi1,or an 
1eeſraſticall eſtate. 

Now 
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Now in this Campe Rojall,of ſuch as arc here numbred, 
namcd, and made glorious by the notable fruits of their 
faith; lome hauc rencwncd themlelncs ( as lervants ) 
atiuely by doing, others haue beene approoved (as foul- 
dicrs)paſ/exely by (uftcring ; bur Are/es ( being the wanin 
our Text) 1s truely intcretied intocither condition, and 
hath made double declaration ot his faith, in both kindes 
of thole things that are reported of him, for wee hinde 
both what he did, and what he codured,, and ſo much 
of cither, as do:h manHfe(t him tor one of therare(t mir- 
rours among thoſe many, whoare muſtered and magni- 
hed here, to hauc fought che good fight of faith; and chat, 
in all choſe accurrents that came to paſle ( on his part ) 
either before //rae! went out of Ezypt, or atter ;for with 
in one of theſe two compurations of time, all is compre- 
hended which is recorded of him, and for which he is 
here applaudcd by the holy Ghoſt, 
 Thepowerfull worke of faith appearing in him be+ 

fore che //rae/rtes departure from yndcr Pharach, had a 
fwo-folde operation, 

1. While he was yeta Courfier, (and great in Court 
too) bcing for ſo lang time the adopted, and reputed 
ſonne of Phara2hs daughter, in which time faith wrought 
in his hcarta graczow reſolution, to giue overthar glori- 
2145 condition. 

2. When he put this r-ſolution into praRile, caſting 
offthe Conrt, avd forſaxing E21pr (or a (cafon, and after» 
wards reterning by warrant from God, (andas the Lords 
Ambafiadour) ro worke out the peoples freedome:and 
theſe paſſ1ges are particulated vnto vs, inthe 24.25.26. 
and 27 Verſes. 

T he farther efficacic whercin his faith ſhined, after 
ac had ict E-ypr altogether, and was gone _ 
w 
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with Gods people, is evident in ſuch relation as is made 
thereof, ver. 28. 29, 

Our Text is a part of the former power of his faith, 
while he was yet in Eeypr, wherein, (&that while he was 
yet a great Peere, among thele Paz ns ) the Lord mightt- 
ly, and ex7r.a07 dtsarily, wrought in him immediately by. 
himicite, without all ordinary meancs ( that man can 1- 
magine) this great grace of Fath, which by a holy kinde 
of heavenly and divine wvrolerce, enforced him to thee 
3. Things which lye in thele 3. Veries. 

i. Torelinquith and renounce his whole eſtate, with 
all che honours, and advantages annexed therevnto, alt 
which, although he had long enioved them, and they 
were many and great,at preſent, and might ( potlibly ) 
haue beene much greater afterward, through the hope 
of his furtherriling by meanes of the favour of Pharavts 
daughter, yet faith makes nothing of thele mightic 
things, but he freely forſaketh al), and willingly rcfulcth 
to be called or accounted her Sore, vert. 2.4. 

2. Tochule ( inſtead of this reieted honour & roy- 
ajtie) the milcrabie and moſt afited ſtate of the people 
of God, who were in the greateſt ſlavery, and vnder the 
moſt gricvous ryranny that could be, ver/. 25. 

3. To iudgeand cenſure (and that with a righteous 
1adgement)borh his former practiſes of refuſing and chu- 
fing.to be lawtmll and good, & well plealing tothe Eord, 
ver. 26, 

And this third is the oncely thing, where-with we have 
ro doe, yct before we enter vpon it in pariieuiar, we hauc 
one oblcrvable thing ro note in the generall,to wit,T bat 
thoſe graces which arc immediately, and cxtraordinatl- 
ly wrought in man by the Lord,doe carry mans heart cx- 
traordinarily towards the Lord. If God worke faith ex- 
waordinarily in Abraham, he will leaue his Countrey;he 
wilh 
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will facrifice his ſon,dee any thing,dewy nothing, at Gods 


command. If in Moſes he will leaue all che honour, &ri- - 


ches,and happines in the world, and cxpolc himfciteto 
any miſery, danger, and infamy tor the honour of God, 
The ſame might be {ayd of 79ſeph,ot Efter, and many 0« 
ther, whoſc graces haue yeelded rare and wonderful! 
fruit, becauſe they (prung trom more then an ordinaric 
roote, The more immediate any mans graces are from 
God,the more admirablcarethe manifcitatiss of thoſe 
graces before God, 

But we intend not to (tay here : let vs therefore ſet 
forward to this third efteft of Moſes fairh in the wordes 
of the 26, verſe ( contayning theeftimation of his ſayd 
as) andin them, we haue to conſider 3.chings. 

1, The guide and ground of this his eſtimation, ro 
wit, Fsith, not common fence, nor carna!l reaſon, for 
neither of thele would haue endured any (ſuch procec- 
dings. 

: The things eftecmed, to wit, the reproathof Chriſt, 
and the rxhes of Egypt, and theſe being ballanced by 

faith, and layd one,againſt the other, the former is tound 
to be much betcer, and farre beyond the latter, 

3. The reaſon of this his opinion, which ariſeth 
not from any reſpec of things preſent and ſenſible, but 
onely and wholy from the happy apprehenſion, and aſ- 
ſurance, that he had of that inv;/ible, and infinite recom- 
pence of rewarde layd vp forthoſe whocan forgae all 
things for Gods glory. 

And theſe are the parts of this verſe; touching which, 
we ſhall not necde to make any (tay vpon the inrerpreta- 
tion of any ofthem, there being noob(curitie, or am- 
bigaitic, bur all being calie and open to the meaneſt ca- 
pacity : we will cherefore haſten cothe matter of inflruc- 
tion which they doc adminiſter vnto vs, 
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And heere, in the very fittt word [ Eiteeming, | (inal- 


pry of muchas:ms fairh made him thus to effeems) wee might 
«Itil. 


Phil 34% 


note yea you, Gnc excellent propertic, and power of 
true faith, which is, co alter the mind, opinion, and 
wdgementot man tromthatit was,touching the world, 
and all rings theren, coeſteeme the belt things thercia 


'ſabalc, as to preterre and chyle the baſctt eftare1n the 


world, before that vrhich in the eyeof the world is the 
bet. Time was, that 3/ofes could make vicof, and pot 
ſefſe the honours of Egypr,for torty yeares together, but 
now(vnto faith)afiQtion is beater then promotion,ſla- 
very then honour, he will rathcr be a captiue with Gods 
people, thena gailant Courrier, cucn the ſon of aKings 
daughter : he is now otherwile conccited,opinionared, 
and per{waded then before he was; F2ith hath fo altered 
the caſewith him,thathzjs nothingſo minded as he was 

It is no marve!{ that. the holy Ghoſt oppolcth faith, 
and /er.ce, and thatthe Apoftle ſayth | we waike by faith, 
and not by ſight for they looked not on things that were 
feenc,but lived by faith, which fcd it (clfe, and faltened 
them, on thingsnort ſcene, and lo they accounted and 
iudgcdall things bale and vile, yea /o//e and dung, ( yea 
as moſt loathiome and excecrable excrements, as the 
word {ignitics: ) and could well brooke to have them- 
{clues accounted the bale of{cuuring of all things, tho- 
row the exccllency of faith that was in them, 

Lerno man yaincly boaſt of this vertue, or imagine he 
hath himſclfe paſſelt of this lingular grace, to whole 
mind, ivdgement, and cſtimation, all things are not ſc 
baſe andabhominablc, that he can ( being purtoir by 
God) moſt willingly abandon, and abhorre all riches 
and glory ; aad freely take vp all afflition, wretchednes 
and miſery ; yea, andrather (as our Moſes heere ) makc 
a good choyle of the worf, then make atiil} vſc of the 


bef, | 


or, The faiths Will:ſare 1: 
beſt, that the world canaftyd. True ith (whercir ts) 
iz of a noble, hcroicall, heavey]y, and, divine: ditpoltitis 
on , and carries the hearr of man into higb: contempt of 
the things which before he had in ugheſt effceme, Tepre 
ning jathe !caſt,ro i'vope to the greatettand molt glott- 
ous lure, that can be oftred of the things that art below, 

and doth diſdain to looke aticrthulc advantages w which 
arc molt deare vato others. 

But wee mult not dwvell here netcher, neirheris irour 
preſenc purpole to proſecute thispotnt, but to ler for- 
ward vnto thatwhereon we inend ( by Gods er uce ) eo ine 
fit: and that is tak:n from the /econd conſideration ; 
which ts ofthe things citcemed, and they (bctng com- 
parcd once with another) thy reproach of Chreſt Þs . 
tarre ro cxceede, and co bee much better, then rhe tree- 
Jures in Egypt. } From whencethe maincthing which we 
Hauccoleargc for our inſtruRtion isthus much. 

T hat the woxite(tate of a childe of God, & better, them the 
beſt eltate of 479 wicked may. 

Note it well; wee lay and avouch, that the worſi 
eſtate of Gods childe, is bercer thenthe beſt of a wicked 
man. 

For the berter vnder tanding and belevvidh af dich 
point, becaule atfr/t fi24t, 11 may ſecme a (tranpe Para- 
doxe,and a propolition impothbleto be cruc , ic ſhall be 
neceſſary beiore we come to prou? the ſame ry xplanc 
it ocfarc you, and rogiu* all menta vndcritand, what 
wee meenc by.the wor /{ e/{ate of Gods childe, and: oy 
the beſt eflate ot a wicked man. 

And (in word ) ;þh43 we meanc:that,looke what i 
world (thats, the men at che world) doe cliceme and 
1udge (ontheohtpare} io beriermeancitand motimi- 
{cradle ftarc gaay.gaod inn: andaiio wharthey them- 
fclues doe againe concciu? { on the other part). ro bee 
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thetrowne moſt happy and comfortable condition,that 
(oncicherpart) weintend in this our inſiruftion. 

Now all men dac know, that the warld doch repute 
affliction, diſgrace, tyranny, pertecution, and all kinde 
of cruclty, and (lavery, robe the vnhappiel(t caſe a man 
6an pofhibly be io : and oa the other (ide, the honour, 
wealth, prolperity and abundance of al} things which 
the hearrof man can wiſh, when every ching goes with 
himas he would have, and all things ſcetle vypon him 
to his {oules content: chis ts adjudged the happieſt tate 
of him,or them thar haue it. And this is that we account 
the beſt ofthe one; and the worſt of the other,even thar, 
which themſelues doe account {o, we aske no other in- 
rerpreters of our meaning, then the men of the carth, in 
their ordinarie and vniverſall opinion. 

Andof theſe cftates being thus vaderftaod, we areto 
prouc, and make good, that the tormer (bea-2g the worſt ) 
is better toa childeof God, then the latter (/-19g ze beſt) 
can be, to an vagodly man : yea, that the very gall and 
worme-wood,and the moſt bitter & envenomed things 
which the world can give the godly to drinke ; arc hap- 
picr, and more holſometo digeſt, then the /weete/? pore 
tion of their cup, who arc yngodly, when it is filled vp to 
the brym, and running over with all che rarct, and mcſt 
pleaſant compolitions which the world can powre into - 
it, of aj} manner of aclicactes and delights that are co be 
dclired,cither for ptra(ure, or for profit, or for honcur,or 
for calc, or for ought cle, which may take vp & bewitch, 
the mind, of a woridly man. Andthus opr meaning bc- 
ig explained, the marrer remaineth now to be proved. 

The tull confirmation whercof, will ſconc ariſc ont of 
the dueconlideration of our rext, andthe trnve contents 
ofthe fame,in caſewe take ſuchrryc notice of them 25 
we ought. 


Were 


or, The faithfalls Well-fare_. 

Were there no other man but XMo/cs,no other evidence 
or example to make good the point but he «lone, in thas 
which he hath here done; he onely were ableto avouch 
the truth we teach againſt all gazneſayers whatſoever; in- 
aſmuch as we inde his praQiceto be of worthy appro- 
bation with God, andalfo worthy to be a mott worthy 
prelident vato vs from God, and that it is recorded, not 
onely for hs commendation, but for our imitation allo: in 
which aQ of his, ler vs note theſe particular and ſingular 
paſſages, which may leade vs the more to belecue the 
ruth we are to confirme, 

Fir#,how hc was brought into the favour of Pharaoh, 
to wit, by a (lrange & extraordinary providence of God, 
diſpoling his Parts thereto hide him,where the daugh- 
ter of P41140h mull difcover him, and in difpoling her 
heart (having found him) ro commilerate the miſcrable 
and helples condition of this forJorne and deſolate in- 
fanr,vhom bis owne tather and mother durſt not owne, 
or acknowledge, bur bcing the Kings deeree enforced to 
calt him out, the Kings daughter is direed by the Lord 
to pictie him tor the prefent,and to provide to hauc him 
nurſed and nurtered, as her owne ſonne,by adoption,for 
time to Come. 

Secondly, being thus adopted by her, and nurſed, (by 
his owne mother as thealmightie did order and manage 
it ) ſh* rooke further care and order for his education, {© 
as he might be made mecte for honour and advance- 
ment in her fathers houſe and ſervice; whereas ſhe might 
haue brought him vp, in fome baſe and ſervile manner, 
according to the quality of a Capriues childe,yca,and the 
Lord filled him with vnderſtanging and capacitie to be- 
come furniſhed in «/{the learning of the Egyptians. 

Thwdly,being thus qualifted,he came to cminency and 
grew great in Court z Pharaoh not refuling to preferre 
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him, though he could notbut (in all likelihood ) know 
him oc an Ebrew childezand his preferment Icemes to 
be io lomegreat ofhce of worth, and revenew, and tha 
brought lim in abundance ot wealth ; why cle, arc the 
trcaluics of Egypt (on Xofes part) vppoled to the re« 
proach of Chrut? I. may be he was Lorad-Treaſmer of E- 
?ypr. { Who can ti] che contrary ? ) 

Fourthly, being thus inveſted inco honour, and wealth, 
he continucd therein for no {mall time, but tull ferrzc 


Acts 7.48. y-arcs, which length of time did {o {caſon him in the 


{wcetnefle of what he had, as might (in all realon)make 
him mot loth, and vnwilliag to leaue the ſame. 

Fijtiy, having thus long entoyed ail chis favour, he was 
{rce to holde it fliil ifhe world, nv man doth balely vn- 
dermine him by ſuborning Pharaoh againſt him, or by 
derction of him co hauc beenc a bale Ebrew bratt from 
the beginning, and (0 to enrage the King againſt him for 
that he had crept inthus farce, 2nd kept in thus longs 
neithcr is any thing attempted bgany man,which might 
make Moſesto be dilcoment with his preſent tate, and 
ſo relolucina humor to lcauc it, bur he might hold whac 
he had at his pleaſure, even for pcrpetuirie. 

Six!ly, adde to all theſe, that it he will be going hence, 
either Egypt will be too hot for him, or if he will earry 
therein,and toy nc himſelfero his owne peoplehe could 
not but lee Pharavhs tyranny, and thei milery much cn- 
crcaling, 

T heir burdens heavier, 
The tas%-maſlers faxrcer, 
Their bondage ſorer. 

And his owne among them, ( if he will needes make 
one) to be more extreame and extraordinary than allthc 
reſt, becauſe he Icfr ſo.much honour,and caſe,&« weaich, 
willing!y,co come $0 calamitic, were pitty (would / h4- 

r 40k; 
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7406 ſay) but he ſhould haue enough of. it, thar was {6 
willing to it, and therefore let him ( of all men) be moſt 
vex:9, puriucd and oppreſled aboue others, who was (0 
witlcsthat he could nottell, when he was well,and tarry 
in that happineſſc which was (o graciouſly and freely 
conferd.vpon him, and whercin he might haue conti- 
nued (through rhe Kings kindneſſe and grace ) the lon» 
geſt day of his life, and would nor. 

T hel few { with ſome others moe, that might be in- 
ſtanced) being layd together on a heape, doc make vp 
mightie evidence in the eye of carnall realon to con- 
demne Moſes of maniteſt folly in forſaking his preſent 
fare, and following this courts wherevnto he betooke 
himſelfe at rhis time, 

Bur bring them all (and all chat can be pleaded to the 
ſame purpole)and let faith looke vpon them, that which 
was abeame before, 1s not ſo mvch as a moath now, nor 
worthy in any wiſeto bereſpeed; this one grace melts 
all theſe great things into meere »»ll:;tes, and makes no- 
thing of every thing that was beforc vrged to this cnd ; 
neither the kindneſſe of the X1mgs daughter, nor the fa- 
vour of the King ber father,nor all the great things he got 
by both, nor his long kceping of them, nor his vadoub- 
ted danger, and diſgrace 1n leaving them, nor every of 
thete alone, norall ofthem together,could do any thing 
with X/oſes, but he1s reſolute, (by faith) to forgoe the 
beft eftate rhe earth could yeeld him, that he might par- 
take with the worſt, and moſt woeful] condition of Gods 
people, and:to ſhewit, the holy Ghoſt doth witnes, that 
he did willingly chu/ethe one, and refs/ethe other, being 
nor forced” ( by fleſhand blood ) ro cither, that (o the 
power of fa:th might folly and freely exprefle ir ſelfe in 
both, againſt all apprehenſions, and obictions of man 
whatſocver. 
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And why ſhould he hauc done thus, if he had not 
knowne our DodFrine to be a moſt vadeniable rruch? And 
how came he to know fo much, but by the extraordina- 
ry inftin& of Gods unmediate illumination? Who revea- 
led thus much to him and gauec him both farhto beleeue 
ir, and conſczence to doc it accordingly, in ſpite of what- 
loever might be ſuggeſted to the contrary, And why 
ſhould nor we fully atlent co the truth hereof, ſeeing God 
hath gone before vs in diſcovering, and this man ot God 
in doing, the ſame ? Eſpecially ſeeing belides Moſes 
practice, Goa approbation, doth wa: raat vs; the Lord 
hath ſer to his hand(as it were) and confirmecd,and com- 
mended this at of azoſes vnto vs, as a fruit of that holi- 
neſle and pietic, which was in him, and /þ-«/4 be in vs, 
who are commaundcd to follow the faith of tuch, as (by 
Goa) are well reportcd of vnto vs, as this man is, who 
hatha moſt ſayoury name, in the middelt of this ſacred 
Catalogue, whercin {0 many Saints of rare note, arc rc- 
corded vnto vs, and as much (it not more) is ſpoken of 
his faith, then of many others, and more of this one fruic 
of the ſame, then of all the reſt, 

So that, that which is here wricten of this man, doth 
ratihe the matter we have in hand, his practiſe (thus con= 
ſidered as we have ſaid) is plenary proofe of our point; 
it had beenc apparant vanitic, and gyddineſle, not any 
_—_ or truth of godlineſlc in him, if he had not done 

y Gods diretion, who by his ſpirit informed his mind, 
and conformed his praQice, and ( by both) confirmed 
this vndoubrcd truth vnto vs : otherwiſe, it might haue 
well beene thought,he was more brayne-ſicke then obedi- 
ear, and becne led from this glory, ro that milcry, by 
frenzie, rather than by faith. Bur faith made glorious 
things vile, and vile things glorious vnto him, and ſohe 
leftche better ſtate which was (indeed) the worſe, and 
choſe 
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choſethe wor ſe Een: (indeed) the better, that all 
men might learne to know the lawtulnes of his carriage 
hcrcin, and the conſcience of their owne, if in any ſuch 
like cale, God call them vnto the 11ke courte. 

Now tt belides this of M-/es,u'c ſhould muſter vp more 
cxampics to this end, it were mo\{t calic, (bur not very 
neceſſary) lo to doc: this Chapter would furniſh vs with 
a multitude of thoſe that have (inlike manner ) done 
worthily, and beene famous, for this very thing, 

WW hat thinke you of Al-rihim,how were his thoughts, 
how ſtood his heart this way? Was he not well in. his 
ownc Countrey ? Could a man be betrer, chen to dwell! 
tn his owne tree land,and co tiaue {o great abundance as 
he had of all good things ? Yet he molt leaue all this 
fee-ſemple, and whatſoever he had vpon it, to goe he 
knowcs not whitticr,onely this he knowes,thar whither 
ſoeveritis, he hath nota footre of ground,nor any thing 
at all rhere, but mult come from a rich inheritance, and 
great eſtate, where h? might commaund ; to ſoiourne 
and be entertained as a flranger vpon curtelie, where he 
cou!d get foode and lodging for his moncy. And this he 
did ar Gods command, of h:z owneaccord and vncon- 
'#@yncd, as (00ne as he heard he did obey,which he had 
norcaſon at 2!] to have done, it faith had not furnm/hed 
him with th's pertwalion, and furthered him to this 
prct'ce : hid henot knowne the wor? place and ſtate 
Go4 calicd him vnte,o hauc beene incomparably bet- 
ter then thee; God called him ſrom ; hc had never {lir- 
red his foote; but-biing convinced of this truth, and 
mooved of Go! 3, hewenrt willtngly our, as one that knew 
well, the worit rhathe could goe vnto to witnefle his 
obedience a5 achiide of God, would proue more hap- 
piero him, then all he could enioy and polſlefle vpon 0- 
thertermes. 
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k were but a {ruitlefle filling vp of time, to adde more 
examplcstoa thing ſo evident, and vadentiable as this 
truth 1s, we will therefore paſſe from thele, ro the reaſons 
of the Doctrine, to vaderiiand why thele things arc lo, 
and how thcy come to palle ; and herevnto we haue the 
more rea/on, becauic this that we teach, ſcemeth ro be a- 
gainil all re:/ex, and {cnce, that man can commonly 
CONCCeIYC, 

{ doe treely proteſie when firt I apprehended it in 
my heart, it appearcd like a ſtrange Parauoxcto my lelic, 
a point, incapable of truth, impoll:ible to be belceved 3 
and theretore I doz not wonder that it thould be lo hard 
ofdige(tion to corrupt nature, and carnall reaſon, and 
that it will not downe with lo many :; Natare cannot cn- 
rertaine it, 1t is 27ace that mult firſt retitie nature, and 
then certifie it hereof. The Lord never put this opinion 
into any mans hearr, nor vrged the practice of it at his 
hand, betorc he had retined his vaderſtanding from the 
droſle and dotage, ignorance, and crror, wherewithit 
ſtands defiled by corrupt nature : Jet vs then {top the 
mouth, yea,the breath, of fleſh and bloud, and open the 
paſlages of the ſpirit of God, & giue free vent vntothem. 
and they will ſoone ſhew vs the way (and that by good 
rcalon too) to be throughly poſſeſſed of this point of 
truth, and that it is moſt worthy to be credited of vs, and 
embraced by vs, 

Andthereaſons inducing vs herevnto, doe ariſe out 
of the due con(ideration, of a dowble contiuſion, which we 
will propound and proue vato you, that you may carry 
them in minde cvermore, as go/den and mo!t precious re- 
membrances, worthy to be engraven deeply and perpe- 
rually, inour hearts, that neither Sa74n, nor the world, 
might ever raze them our, but that they migi1tremayne 


TwoCor= with vs all our dayes,cvcn till death, And the concluſions - 
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xt. No cſtate can be eve{{co a childe of God, but even 
11s wortt, is 200d for him, yea be# vnto him. 

2, No cſtate can be god to a wicked man, but even 
his 4«#/ is cviilto him, yea wor/? for him. 

Tic very wor/t prooucs well to a godly man, and b44 
is the be, tothe vagodly. And ia the clcare confirmati- 
on of thcle two Concluſtars, the realons of our DofArine 
will moſt evidently ariſe vnto vs, for it cannot but fol- 
lov, yea low moltnaturally in the courle of all ſonnd 
argumentation, that, it the ones evil! be 2694 to him,and 
the others 209d become ev:l/ ro him, then mult the mea- 
neit eftatc of the former, be much more cxcellent, than 
thc greateſt happines of the latter, 

Now either of theſe Concluſronsrelieth vpon vndenia- 
ble proofe and demonſtration. 


For the pri thus: That cate which commeth vnto a x. Conclu- 
childe of God, accompanicd with che infinite loue,wiſc= __ 
dume, goodnes, and powcr of God, mult necdes be beſt **" 


vnto him : Bur his worſt eſtate commerh thus vpon him: 
T heretore it mult necdes be beſt to him. Nothing here 
is ſo much as queſtionable; for {ence ſayes the fir/t Pro» 
po{:tion ts true, that what comes ſo, comes well, And 
thei/ord of Godin the evidence thereof, and the !Yorke 
of God in the experience thereof, vpon all his atihited 
ones, [iyth the /econd is as true ,the hz: (then ( muſtil- 
fue vadoubtedly outof them both. 

Againe, thateftate which worketh towardes the fur- 
therance of our beſ? good of all, muſtneedes be beſt for vs ; 
But the wortt, the moſt wockull, and dillrcfied Race of e- 
very chiide of God do:h worke tor the be/! : therefore ir 
is{e/? tor him. In thts argumentailis ſound, for no man 
can doubt ot the fot Propoſition, and the Apoltle puts 
the /cccn./ out of doubt, where he ſayth | .1./ rh7n2+, (and 
there he comprehends the worſt things the world can 
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yecld) worke together for the beſt : | the Concluſion then 
comes in of it lete. Andiothe fr it ground is clcare, 
Forthe /ccod thus. Thartcſate which doth lo hat den 
mans heart tha: he becommeti thereby leal! capabic of 
mercie, and muitlyavle to tfirce, (and io furthereth bis 
vimo!tconfution, and etcrna!l over-throw) matt of nc- 
celhitie be the wor/t tor a man that may be : But a wicked 
mans 6e/! eltare doth thus : Theretore even his be#eltare 
is milerableto him. No mancan with any colour que- 
{1on the prit Propolition ; and God giucs vs lound 


Prov.t. 32. Confirmation of the ſecond, where he layth(caſe [ſexyeth the 
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fooly {h,and ihe p1 o/eritie of fooles deftroxeth them: )here, by 
the (/eole) we muſt vaderiiznd the vngocely man, and ” 
(p oſperitie) all that which ne 10dgeth mo!! happic 
himiclfc in this lite. Now if noth ing bring a wicke: ad 
man {ooner to deſtruction than that which be mott attcc= 
tech, and delircth, ſurely, the ſame is wor/? of all for 
him- 
4214nc,that mult necds be a mans wor! c{tate, which 
159204 accur/ed of Godroa man : But a w -ai mans 
Lei; eſtate 15 moſ accurſed of God vato him : Therefore 
his be? cltare Cannotee but wor. vato him, The jrr// 
_ {f1ON 180 calle, and evident {of it ic}fe ) to be beic cn 
ved : The /ccond 18 avouc hed by Moſes, where he curicthh 
inther ame of the Lorc! il! the ercre- ſe,and [lore,cnd fr ut 
of am mwhked man, niche < his boay, or beaſt, or 0LF; 
Not wif his encrealc be accuricd, then the more he hath 
the morc accurled he is, and as ether him{clc, or any 
thing h- hath dboundak, {o doth the curlc of God a- 
bound with it; if he grow from hz:dreths to thouſands, 
ſo alio doe his curies multiply from the Lord, who hath 
eurſed the bl:ſings of every vngeodlypeorion. Anditis tg 
be marked, ( us 4 mojt romarkatle curſe ) that he is not 
curled inthe wan! of fruit, or barcennefle of his bodice, 
bcals 
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xcalts, or ground, for that would every common man 
accountacurſc indeede, bur, he is accuricd in tl 16 pollel- 
ſion, and proſpcritic, and growth of thele things; and 
this is a more w7wll,by how much tc15 a more wor {-r/u/l 
curle, chat a maa ſhould have ſo much, and be 1» a 
the morevnhaypic by havingir. So then, it thus it be, 
then is a wicke(} mansbe# ctare wor}? tor him, becaule it 
is moſt accur led to him, 

And thus thele t3po Concluſtons ſtand vpon cleare and 
vnqueſtionable grounds, and are tmpregnable truches, 
and being (ov, our mayne Dez imme mult nvedes fuc trom 
them both, as naturally as water from a tountaine; and 
that thus. 

If no eſtate can beevill vito a 2994 21a» but cven his 
wort 15 good vnto him; and (on the contrary) if no e- 
flate can be go0d to awed wan, but even his beſt tsevill 
to him; why then, it mult nvedes come to paile,rhart the 
wor jt eftate of Gods chijde is b-trer then the be# of any 
wicked man : But both theſe have beene abundantly 
prooved and therefore the truth we teach, is fully con- 
hrmed; for can any man (0 much as once donbr at all, 
whether the mcanet! 2994 etiate be to be preſerre@rothe 

rate! that is ev:/or dernurre whether he jthould chule 
Gf T7 19, (if he were purro ir) a poore and perplexed 

ndition, wh: ch may heipe him to h{aven, or a pro- 
Deo opul-nt eltite, which wonld haſten him to 
hell? Certainly this queſtion would ſcone be atloyled,it 
It were put eo any man(had hc bur common lence)to bo 
derermin:d, for cven natura-lreaf on would ginec quicke 
reſolution, th itthe wor/? of that whereby a man might. 
be hap py, were to be choſen ard preferred, before the 
deſt of chat wh:chivill procure a mans miſery. 

\\hsy thca, the  hinhanty ing /2 290d, and the 
bi of th: other [obad,we cannot but yeeld tO our Dot- 
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trine, being overcome by vadeniadle evidence, both of 
ex1mplc,in him that hath rrycd doth eltates by his owne 
experience ; and of reaſon, approoving that watch he 
( vpon tryall ) had pradtiled, 1a refuling the be// of the 
one, to chooſe the wor of the other, Sou that if we will 
helecue citier 2; foſes ( who1sthe man that hath Gone 1t) 
to evidence the truth of his faith, or God, who hath mag- 
nihed 370/e5 in that which he hath done, to be trucly 
ſfaichtull, our mindes mult be throughly ictled in the als 
{urcd periwalion of what we have lo plainely propoun- 
ded, and prooved (o plentituliy,and hold it fait voro our 
owne hearts, as our dutie to doe the likeyii the Lord ſhall 


"call any the like occalion vpon vs, and call vs forth, to 


ey, and decjare our faich,by being pur to the praticc of 
this truth,cto ſee whether we will lo eltecmethe reproach 
of Ch;:5:,and the perſecution of the Saints, that we will 
give over and abandon, the riches of the carch, and rhe 
pleaſnres of ſinne, tO embr ace the bitternefle of cho! e that 
are bcloved of God, before the [weereit delicates of thole 
whoare abhorred of him. A time may come, when it 
may be our turne either to avouch this DoArine by our 
conformitic therevnto, or deny the Lord who hath a- 
vouchecd it to be his truth. And curicd are they whe 
tad convinced in Cor/cence,of any truth of God, wher- 
vato they rciuleto yoeid cvedrence 

\Ve y_ do2 all wcli thea to doc (a5the W iſc-man 
ſaythall wiſe men doe) to wit, | /ay vp knowledge | even 
the knowledge of chis particular, to bring it 1070 prac- 

tice, that our good worxcs iutable toit, may make g00d 

this word of God which hath ſhewed it to vs, and that 
thercin,cvery man may become a 3/s/es,to be thus tatih- 
full beforc the Lord, as he was, in chisthing., 

And that we may be the better brought vnto it, and 
Hauc Our navghtic hearts tize more happily provokc = 
the 
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the holy purpoſe of this heavenly prudile z let vs now 
proceede from theapparant provte of the point, cothe 
powertoll application of the ſame, vato a.l ſuch, varo 
whom it doth, or may any way appercaine : tht 1s, all 
{torts of men, both goodand bad, Samts and finners;lome- 
thing it hathco ſay vnro cither of them /everaliy, alun- 
dor, and ſomething to them bath , 79yn7!y rogether. 
There 1s very little truth: (if any at all ) that God revea- 
Jerh, but it lookes every way,and is of tome important 
conſequence to all perſons whatſoever, it the ſappe and 
ivyce of it be preſſed and wrung our, as it ought to be, 

Ler vs then in the fir/t place conlider of what vic tt is 
to Gods owne people, and what fruit of comfort his 
bleſled and beloved ones, doe recciue from the facred 
truth which we have {owne, for nothing but heavenly, 
loy, and {wcete conſolarion, can be reaped and ——_ 
in, tothem from any thing whica the Lord hath revea» 
Jed from heaven ; for it is written, | Z:2ht i ſowne for the 
righteous, and toy for the vprioht in heart.) 

And (to ſpeakeas the truth is) what childe of GOD 
can jpcake of this truth, or heare of it being ſpoken, 
without (olace to his very loule, if ke haue faith to be- 
Iecuc the ſame? Certainly, it we be not comforted by it, 
it iz onely becauſe we are not confirmed in it; were wee 
well tefolved of it, we could not bur reioyce in the aſſu- 
rance thereof, | 

For why ? What 15 it that troubles and perplexes 2 
childe of God, bur his preſcn: cſtate of milery and di- 
{treſle 3 andthe worſe a mans miltry is,the more woztull 
is our diltraition through the {amec, and when it comes 
to the wor/?,many times we grow from Cilirattion ro GC- 
(perati0n, and beginne tothrov/ our {clues into ſorlorne 
and hopelecs and tnfernall conccits touching our preſent 
condition, and to giue over both our ſelues; and all cx- 
pete» 
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p<Aation of ever being any more happie ; 


the preſent 
cloud of ourcalamitie, 1s {o thicke and darke, that wee 


can {ee no (un-ſhine through i it, nor dreame of any more 

good daycs during our lives, but make account to be 
MAR ally miſerable and vnhappic, and 2 be 1n ſo bad 
cale, as nonecan be in worle, nor 47), nay, ICcarce apy, 
(as we thinke) in the like, 

Now in thi; caſe, what can be more truely ſayd to the 
Saints, tncn thatot Chri#t to the Sidduces, | Necerre not 
Enorping the Serip ures, nor the power of Goa: | it 1s onely 
your ignorance that makes you ill conceited of the ſtare 
you 2rc in, and to miſtake both it and your ſelues fo 
much as vou doe ; did you vaderſtand the Scriptures, 
and the power of this truth of God, as wee kaye made it 
plaine, it would ſoone be fcenc, how wyde you were 
from che truth of youreſtate; for, whereas you thinke 
(now you arc arwor{t ) its {carce poſhble that any bodice 
{hould be lo bad, this truth will ecll you, and teach you 
vo know,both that you te now no worle then gay child 
of God may vc; 25 alſo that no wicked man is,or can be 
ſo well at his 6-54, as you arc and ſhall ever bear your 
Wworit, 

And indecde ſo much the more ({weete and heavenly 
15the benehie of this doftrineby how mucit it expcis the 
deadly venime and poylon, of one of the moſt heavie 
and heliith teemprztions that Goth viuaily {urſprize tlic 
ſoule ot chem that are afflicted and humbled uf God, 
And that is, the ayme and cftimarion, ih-y have taken 
of rhem(e!ues ang their eſlaro, {act contidercd in itlelte, 
bur) comparcd with others, wito are wholly irec, and 
fceleno ſuch ſorrow or cxtremitio a; they doc: And com- 
monly the Devill carries the c ye,and {erties the 0b! rvae 
tion of Gods children, oncly vpon ſuch impious, and 
prophane perſons, as eſcape the miſery whereinto they 
NC 
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are fa]len;and having fattned them vpon ſuch an objeR, 
hethen turmoyles the minde, and tyrannizeth oucr the 
thoughts, and doubles, yea mulriplycs tic vexations of 
thetr {oules, not ſo much that they are z2 difireſle, bur, 
molt otall, chat others are c«/, who are notoriouſly vn- 
godly; and hereupon , their thoughts doe offer to fly 
in Gods face,as if he were nothing 1o gracious, or righ- 
tc 0us, as he 1s magnihed to be, {ccing hee lets his owne 
chiliren farc (0111, and lufters his enemics, who arc rebels 
againſt him, and no better then degs or ſwine, ( in his 
account) to be as well as heart can wiſh : and igi$ ksndnes, 
or #uf{ice, in any earthly father to vic his children worſe 
then his cattell? and if not, how much le//e leone and more 
wrong, mult it be in him that is heavenly, who makes 
himlelfc the mirrour of all mercy, and faveur : and then 
as God is thus cen(ured, ſoarc wicked men applauded, 
and the generation of the tult condemned; 

Satan hath nor (ct vpon a few with this (gggeſtion,and 
there are not many who hauc beene aſſaulted, bur they 
have bcene foyled. The ſtouteſt of Gods army haue 
{hrunke ſhrewdly, and well necre fainted through frail- 
ty,a man would wonder to (ee ſuck mighty champions 
{0 miſcrably diſkartened, and diſcontented, when they 
have taken notice how themlciues haue beene afflicted, 
and other ( mot vngodly perſons) excmpred from the 
evils wherewith they haue beene heavily laden (o long. 

David was {o deepely diſcomfited hereat, that he be- 
24n t9 conceit well of wicked menseſtate, and co queitt- 
on ( yea, and condemne ) his owne, andall the people 
of God, concerning this thing, when he ſaw the proſpe- 
ricie of (inners, and the miſery of himſclfe, Let himſelfe 
give vsevidence how he was gaſtard, and like to hauc 
gone quite belide himſelf, yea ro haue fallen right mw 
che 


a4 


I, 


The Saints Atvantave_, 


the divell had ſo miſl:ad him, and rript vp his heelcs, 
that he ws even gone and ready 19 give over all» wee 
have the particulars related by hinfelfe at Large in the 
73 #/-im:; where he tels vs, how ttn1s very ting had 
like to wy7 colt him an rrecoverable tail, & had WOUNK 
68:d lim alimno!!tncurably ;and low much a-doc he had 
(9 031g hs heart tg me duc con{1d-ration of this Mat» 
ter,and 0 7:57er bs mind which waslo mighttiy ar/fcms- 
perec with do tins on his owne diitretles, and we TTL 
of their happines; and when he compared thelc toge- 
ther, (to Wit, their welfare, and his owne' atfiction ) \ he 
was in 4 heavy taking, 2nd growing toward phydeows 
reſolution; oven (asItwerc) to hang he rveliovcen onthe 
tedve, and to ioyne him(el eto fuch as were helliſhly ir- 
Ons, becavlc atthe preſent they were in better cate 
then he. Neither was this eempi tion tor a/zzle rimeyno: 
did it, (during the time it held him) trouble him a /r77e 
burir ſtucke long by him, and biethe bone ; inſomuch 
that he coul. [norcicherealily, or quickly, come to lertic : 
himiclfeinto better, or ſour:der thoughts, that he might 
ftay himſelfe vpontherruth. And why, (I pray you) did 
his awne 641, and thcir 2-04 eſtate, trouble and pvzzlc 
him lo much f was it not becauſe he was not cither ar al! 
mformed,or not well adviſed of thts truth we teach from 
God, wh » hath avouched vnto vs ) as wee hauc heard ) 
that the worft citate of his owne people, 1s INCOMPA- 
rably beyond the beſt pro! my of v ick g perlons? 
Had Damidlcarncd this Icflon well, all this labour, and 
danger, had bce cies, and ic had beenc well able, 
to hay? waged happily through the deepeſt temporary 
vnhappines,the world could hauc brought vpon him, 
Nor was Davidthe onely man in this conflit, bu! 
good /eroniah ( a man of no meane piety , or ordinary 
p2rts* 
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Parts ) he was a! lo very ! orcly pur t93 1: in this Dartlcy- 
lar, 109g ncv« r ſo necre 4 COnquell 111.2ny ComPaie, as IN 
ts. his owne mouth that (ay how he was amare'd, 2nd 
PULTC 2 pircitullo2n-elgs a lien he conveercd he courle 
0! G245 4: tp DENLation of theie Ourwardg favours. That | 
was righteous he duritnerdeny, ke know it right wells 2 
buta rcalon why wicxed mon {hould be tn ret & peace, 
and him(elfe {5 wretched, hoe could not any way com- 
prchend : tht3 he [av that they were had in honour and 
4.imration, ho was in pmempeand deriſeo n ; hcreat, he 
was at his wits end with wond tng,and though he con- 
f(t he durſt not entcr into diſputation v ith Gad, yet hee 
ts bold ro aske him the qneiiton, and enerear him:o tell 
him, how, and why, they are 72 peace, and arc plrnte:!, & 
doe preſper, that tr:nſere/ſe rebellionſly ? whereas with 
him (aud ocher of Gods holy ones) it was nothing lo, 
but contrariwile ail miſery and calamity that could be, 
came vponthem yz haw this ſhould be, he could noteell, 
he deltres totalke with God abourir, not being (ufhoi- 
entto anſ{were and farishic himſelfe in this thing. And 
a9 came itt5 paſſe that a Prophet of God,o! trpathing 
fanRicy and holineſle, of extrao: rdinary vaderVandin 4 
1) knowledge, a man mighty in grace, of an improg- 
aablc ſpirit, was thus battered and beared 9 Sowne with 
£115 weapon 2 why furely, for ought we can ice, the ones 
!; realon was becauſe he had not yet girt 01 he p9:ver- 
full ſhei!d of chis precious truth, ro ſ1ue Him liarmeles of 
the dread'all dynt of that poyſoned (word wherewirh 
he hath hurt ſo mny holy ſaints of the living Gd ; had 
he beene armed with the evidence of this d »Rtine, and 
avlc to have favd, { thus ] why? the vor; wo Pofachild 
ot God 1s beyond the beit of an #ngod!y man, this point 
had never made any ſcrup'c, nor Nee occaſion of any 
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doubt, or demurre in his mind, himſclfe had been ſoone 
ſatisfied, Satan had beene (oone contured, all,on all lides 
had becne lo well re{olved, that eicher there would haue 
beene a quicke end, or no beginning of this butineſle, 
Vato thele rwo, it were to calle to inſtance many 
more ( in Gods booke ) as great,and zs good asthey,who 
have becne lurprized in the ſame kinde, bur it 1s necd- 
les to multiply more that hauc beene ſo aſſaulted, for we 
want not, ( it wce looke well about vs) thoſe that at 
ehis day, arc in like manner temprcd, the tcemptor ha- 
ving tryed this bayte and found it to enſnare {o many, 
makes vic of it ſtill, andever will, becauſe of the prevai- 
lingexperience ofthe ſame. Doth hee not come vpon 
Geas peopic now,a2nd(inlike manner) vpbrayd GoZ to 
them, and rhcin tothemielues, hoping to make them 
weary of the way of Gzd, and to cncline to his courſe * 
what ( ſaith heto.a perſecured and afflicted Chri/tan) is. 
this the God you thus magnihe, for infinite w/edeme, 
power, proviience, kinanes, loue, mercy and favcny, that in 
all theſe he is 2dmirable, yea incomprebenſeb le? and arc: 
you thole redeemed, and beloved ones, for whom all this 
( and 1 know not what more ) is reſerved? are you his 
fons, dinghters, his dearce /pouſe , yea ncere as his owne 
members ! i'{t poffible, he ſhould be thus good, and you 
in ſoil! caſe, and others whom he makes you beiceue he 
abhors, and negicts, to enioy the common mercies 
which you want? How can this ſtand cither with bis mer- 
cy, or your pre:y? with his good promiſes or yavr godly 
praQtilcs? It cannot be buteitcher ke mu! not be the God 
you make account off ; Or you not the men you imagine 
your lelucs to be; cerraine!y cither has goodnes, or your's 
malt faile, ſeeing io itis, that you arc in worſe calc then 
they thatare [!arx2 naught were he ſuch a God, or you 
{uch mea, as is {\uppoſed, it would be otheriyiſe then it 
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is, both with you and with theſe wicked ones, they ſhould 
have leſte proſperirie, & you more happines, you ſhould 
be in better condition, and they in wor ſe. 

And if once he have but brought vs to make queſiion 
cither of Gods goodneſſe,or our owne, he hath enough, 
to make vs wholy miltrablc,in ſuſpeting both the good- 
neſle of Gods nature, and of our owne grace, becaulc he 
well knowcs the Lord cannot endurc, but doth abhorre, 
both his owne, and his childrens (tate ro be miltrutted, 
in as much, as ( belides, the deteftable diſhonvuur offred 
to his owne molt glorious Maielite,to be brought vnder 
the di/tru# and icaloulic of his creature, as it he were 
not that he ſcemed to be} the Devzll is herein gratifyed, 
and his lymmes are applauded, and the gracious Saints, 
and ſonnes ofthe moſt high condemned,as if thoſe who 
by the \Word of God ſceme to be his be# beloved, (in re- 
2ard of the many glorious things that are ſpoken of 
them ) ſhould (by his worke) appeare to be moſt neg- 
lected, (inr:gard of the many grievous things that lyc 
vpon them) and onthe other {ide,ſuch as are laden with 
many terrible threainings in the Scriptures, ſhould con- 
fute all thar is therein denounced againſt them, by the 
perpetuall experience of a proſperous condition for the 
greateſt part oftheirdayes, 

And this was the thing about which 76s friends lay 
at him ſo hard from day ro day, and would hage had 
him given vpalt, and grantcd himſclfe an hypocrite, be- 
ing perſ{vad-:d themtclues, and doing their beſt toper- 
{wade him, that it was an abtolute impotlibilitie, and a . 
thing ſimply incompatible 

Both withGeoas iuſtice and mercy, 
Andwih los relinion, 1nd piety, 


Thathe who was {by Gods owne mouth once and rob, z, v, 
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£140 m 7 OFLETS, 3 Ph/titins of no vaiuc; 
and comics higtliie with that all urance which his 
{oulc did 815: n tiieviadoubt d Cv4c 2ncc of his cternall 
bapplact]o, which thycye of bis faith could clearcly, 


33d comtortat! / ICOTNC,, thr hy the chickcit of his 
pretentea lamicic and tr1bularion, 

He wel! knew ( which wenwttall learnc, and labour 
co know)thar our preſent cliare tn this world is no good 
glatle,o or {; oectucle to luoke thro: ih, and ro reprelicnta 
childeot God /o to vs, as the Lord lookes vpon him, 
and us before tho Lord we mult eltzeme nimzno,nothing 
is more geceivable, and lefie tw Be truſted, then the vee- 
bee condition ot 2ny man, inrc [peck ol hs Temporalitics, 
which may ſlo W, yea overſls Wt he mot prophanc,and 
fail, and eCLc,even a-d: 3, tothe lall grep, from thc hcires 
of ticaven, as moſt viuaily rhey doc ; and though they 
doc, ycot arc they much moi- happic when thcy arc 
wholy erpze, then the other cap be 11 their molt abun- 
dang lulnes; and bcttcr in the depth o fiacir milery,thcn 
the men ofthe worid in their kivhe#t //rayne, and g1icaicst 


\ _ ſfrerme 0: pro{pericie. And were our vaderitantings ſo 


enlightened herein, that we could bÞ fredtallly fer] led in 
the infall'ble pert; aſion hcreof ; this prevayling plca of 
the Temptor, would proue a mecre nullitic,a very vanity, 
and we fhouid be able, notonely to cndure,or hoid: out, 
10 fucha lard cime, as we cannoc ſhun (asdivers of &0;! 's 
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deare chileren have donc) but with Moſes, rather make 
choyce of juch a meanc tiatc, and forlake a better, to ap- 
proue our obcdicnce, then to dwell in the Tents, and 
cnioy the delights of the vagodly, vpon /i«ch tearmes, ws 
ordinarily their 2enme 13 taken, and holden, ( betweene 
the divell and them ) here 1n this world, 

Let no mans rrwporl conguen tnen, be the leaſt oc- 
calton to call his /prrifuull, or et21 il liate into queition, 
be it farre from every (aichtuil man to indge according 
ro {ach outward and vncertaine spprarance, God never 
built his goodnclle to vs, nor our happines before him, 
vpon ſuch /and, which will /4l, and /zrche, vpon the 
ſhifr ofevery wind,and urges of every ryde, the ftoundact- 
on of his louc is more hrme and vamooucable, And 
Know, there is no happines in the whole carth, good c- 
nough to be the /e4/7 roken of his 77ve louc,nor any carth- 
ly cvill vnder heaven, bad enough (even atthe worſt) to 
diltemper the hearts of his clc, in the leaſt, yea though 
all the poy{on and maitgnitie thereof, were poſhble ro 
be cmpricd vpon one man. He that hath aſlurcd vs that 
our wor/?, doth excecd the be}? of other men,would haue 
vs hearicn our (clucs,ang 19lace our foulcs herein, know- 
ing that the mrue weight of this moſt worthy truth, will 
overpoyz?: and beare downe all remporary affliction 
that hangeth on, or preileth Cowne in this preſent evill 
world, 

Be ir graunted, (for it carmot be denyed) that the wor 7 
end of the (taft* 1s 1n the hand of Gods people, and that 
tis with them, when worte men fare weil, let the de- 
vill haue thus much yecidecd. it he will Ciſpure the caſe; 
(!ruthis able to give cor ome advantage, 2nd yet cou- 
quer £09) wel',what will he herevpon nterre ? what ſhall 
be his forced ang 1uienalt Concluſion of this ovr free 
CON- 


« 
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concefhon? Why this,that Gods people are in wor/e caſe 
then wicked men ; wcll, beit ſo, and what of that? Say, 
they are, will any thing tollow to heir true dilcomfort, 
whole {oules the Lord would not have made {ad? if any 
thing more then this, let the devill lay his wor/t,and pro» 
duce, and preſle ir, to the v/mo#, burit this be all, all is 
nothing : Satan is contounded, we arc confirmed, wicked 
men are befool'd, in all tizis ; tor why ?chough (in ſome 
carthly, and remporary {ence ) we may fay,our caſe may 
be wor/echen theus, and theirs better ihen ours, yer God 
hath given vs to know, that in {pirituall and heavenly 
conlideration, our wor/? 13 better rhen ticcir beſt and this 
Propoſition we doc, and dare avouch, in the face of our 
fierce!t adverſary the devill, or the molt furious of thole 
tyrants which he provoketh againſt vs; whochovghtto 
inferre ſome hydzous and hopeles conlequence out of 
theſc poore premiſſes, whereas nothing can iſſue from 
our perplexttic, and thcir peace, by any (ound evidence, 
bur that which will be 


Glorious to the Lord, 
Joyors to his people, 
Grtevors to the ungoaly, ani 


Fiſchievous to the devill himſelfe. 


Who obſerving vs thus completely armed, againſt his 
mighrieſt engzne, muſt now, either with ſhame giue ovet 
his old trade of tempting, or with ſorrow giue over his 
idle hope of prevayling, and begin to thinke himſcifc 
lefe able to conquer vs, and every childe of God (who 
hath this hope) to be more then « Conqueronr through 
Chriſt, who hath loved thcm, and in his Joue made thus 
much knowne vnto them, to make them heartiegin their 
bar deft cl\ate. 

And 
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And now (Beloved) is the accuſer of our bretherew(and Revtilts., 


of our lelues) c:/# our, and overcome; we hauc worne, he 
1s downe,tor at the lowes? ,he (ces thatwe know our (elues 
to be farre aboue all his lymmes, even all the highe#, 
and h.ppreſt, they can be in :and (eeing he perceives thar 
we now vaderitand this truth, what hope hath he to 
make vs by any meancs miſerable, eeing we can beleeue 
that we are more happiethen any of hiscan be, in our 
greatelt muſery. 

And that we may bethe better enabled in our (clues to 
overbeare him, let vs deſcend from the geverall notice 
hcreof, vnto thole particular initances of all kindes of c- 
vill wherevnto weare incident, and wee ſhall finde true 
caule iriamphantly to out-face him in every of them, 
from one to another, as we may haue occalts to cnquire 
intorhem in order. 

Put the caſe where 7751 pleaſe,nay let Satan have lean 
(it yon will ) to particulate where he will, in thoſe milc- 
rics, which he imagines may be moſt tor his advantage, 
and our damege : whether povertre,or captivetie,or 1tfamy, 
or tyranny, or death it (elfe 3 we ſhall ſufhiciently ſolace our 
iclues, and /i/exce him, in each of thele. 


Let vs looke alittle inco them feverally: Is not the Po» Poverty. 


vertie ofa child of God better then the wealth of the wic- 
ked? Let Zazarm and Dives be the men that ſhall decide 
the matter; I dare ſay you hauc read, and heard of them 
both, in Gods Booke ; the on? is deſcribed by his penury 
and want, the other by his ſuperfluitic and abundance: 
the one fared deliciouſly every day, and was ſumptuoul- 
!y araycd in purple and finclinnen ; the other had but 
rags (and (carce them)to cover him, and delired butthe 
call orreliques of the rich mans table to refreſh his hun- 
gty { ody, and to fill his cmprie belly, Now, ( I pray you ) 
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which of theſe two, was 1n the better caſe, and which of 
theirtwo conditions would you chulc, ail things conir- 
dered? [| luppole no man that hath heard all rhe tr wh 
thar is tolde of them borh,but he had much rather be in 
L424rus poore ſtate, then haue the riches ot the other, 
and ſo the poverty of Gods childe, is happier then the 
vngodly mans abundance; andrthat which was here but 
Parabo!rcally propounded, vnder thelc two perions, will 
be found really rrue berweene any twoin the world, in 
their condition. [ Berzey 8 a little ({fayth David, firft, and 
Salmon once ang againe) that the 112hteous hath, then the 
plentie axd (iore of a wicked man,nay of many wicked men. 
Our /ea/? doth much exceede their moft,in cvery reſpec, 
whether of money, meate, 1pparell, or whatſocver, 

Againe, is not our reſtraint and impriſonment, better 
then their /1berzie and freedome ? Let Gods childe be the 
priſoner, and the impious perſon be free at plea(vure ; a. 
priſon will be found happterto him, then apllace ro the 
other. It may ſoone be tryed berweene Peter,and Here, 
the one was in hard re{traint, even itn chaynes, the other 
might goe where he would ; yet (I warrant you) he tha: 
readcs the ſtory of theſe /ws, and counts the middle ana 
beth ends, would rather be Peter in the loathſome dunge- 
on, then Herod in the higheſt admiration: Baſe vermine 
devoure Herod in all his pompe, magnificence, and roy- 
altie: the Angell of God guards Peter in reftraint, and 
brings him our miraculouſiy,and toyfol:y;and this is left 
recorded of God-to comfort vs (inaſmuch as nothing is 
more againſt nature, then to be caged vp, and kept in) 
that we-might know,that our Gedcan make thar reſtrain? 
more happic t9 h#, then another mans en/:rgement can 
be co him, The Bird chars kept in a cage is /afe,and wel! 
grovided for, ofa!l things mecte ro make him (ing, bur 

Tile 
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the YV«ltare, and Xyze, ofren prey vpon thoic that fy 1n 
che opcn hrmament of heaven. 


Nay, lay itcome to 64ptzuitre (which is a liraync of ex- Captivuie, 


traordinary reſtraint) put cule Gods childe be taken cap- 
tuyec,and kept tn flavery, and that Gods exery be the par- 
ty in authoricie to detayne him 7here, and to ty rannizc 
overhimin altrange Land: I make no queliion bur che 
£.ptioctie Of Gods people,thall be found to be a condition 
morc truely comtortable, then another mans ennency, 
yea ſoveraromity,though he were the King of that Coun- 
trey wherein they arc kept in bondage, Damell and Ne- 
bachaorz.44r (hall decide it, the one(vrz: Darnell) was the 
caftiu:, the other was the King, Ict any man (ay (who 
hath coni:dered what 1s layd of them both)which ofthe 
two h: woaid chuſe to be. Surely,ifthe oddes had not bin 
cxtra,idinaty, 'n the compariſon, and proportion of 
chele eſtates, 30/es 1142 made no good match, in leaving 
to be a Courtre to brcomea captiue ; bur he well knew 
thatthe mean<(t and moſt oppreſſed //rac/ite in Egypr, 
was more happie thcnthat mighty Monarch, thar kept 
them vnder. Soverarizrity in a Pagan,is not Coparabic to 
ſlavery in a Chriſtian, Let God give lentence by his rtevea- 
lcd word & it will be apparant ro be a truth vndentable 
and vadoubtcd, A threne, & 2 crowne cannot beſo good 
to another,as a cottage,yca,a dwnehiiltortholec thatarcthe 


Lords. 


Againe, is not our per/-cutton better then their pleaſure? Perſecun® 


and are not our very di/{reſſes, beyoad their delights ? 1 


thinke the threechildren in the fierv tornace, will foone Dan. z- 


{acishie vs for thar, for they were in more comfortable 
piight in the midit of chelc fierce/t flames, then he was 
who caltthem in; 4nd thatcheryrant himſclte is forced 


to corteſle, & allo maketh decrees to confirme the ſame 
F 2 vnre 
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vato others, that out of his mouth, all men may know 
the power and favour of the Lord to his owne, in {weete- 
ning their extreamett buternes; and his wrath and ver- 
geance againlt all vngodly ones,n envenoming and poy- 
toning their greateit {weetnes. God hath many precious 
comtorts for the per/ec::2ed, but nothing bur curies and 
plagues for per/ecurors, The very intamy and reproach, 
of (uch as [uffcr tor the truth, doth jurpaſſe the honour 
and reputation of chole that cait contempt vpon them ; 
| for the Lord doth renowne the once, & renornce the other : 


Men tawne vpon mightie tyrants with 2/orz07 titles, but 
God doth frowne vpon them as bale and ignominiouz 
, perſons, How many pages of his [acred booke are per- 

tumed, with the odour of their [weete names, who haus 
bcene diſgraced for God ? and how many ſtorics doc rc- 
cord the rotten,& ſtincking memory of their opprefſors? 


vt the one goe for glorious wartyrs,the other for egregious 
| f and dctamed walefatFors. And this made lome who 


AQs, » mocktthe Apoſtles at the firt, when they had afterwar / 
berter bechought themiclues,they left mocking,and be- 
came Diſciples; they gaue over 7eproaching, and fcll to 
profeſiing the Golpel;and they had noreaſon thus to doe, 
had they not knowne that it had bin more exce!lentto 

| have bin an ifamons Chriſlzun, then an honourable infidell, 

f | But paſting over all theſe,and {uppoling the #077 thar 
7 can come, ( if the wor? doc come to the worſt) if men 

Heb. 12.4, muſt reſi/? 7obloud, and thar Dearh mult end all the forc- 
ſaid afli tions, of povertie, impriloamcent, caprtivirtie, 
perſecution, infamy. and whatfocver can be endurcd in 
this life. Is not our Death, borrer then their /zfe ? yea, God 
hath ſaid it, 2s it may appeare inthat which he hath en- 
forced from the mouth of a moſt wicked man to witnes 
ix, What ſay you to Balaams wilby (and that vypon his beſt 

thougits) 
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thoughts) when he had but the ta'te,and ſcene ( as yet) 
but rhe glymple of the happines,and glory of Gods peo- 
ple ? even Balzam whocame of purpoleto curſe and ma- 
11gne chem, and therefore, {vato him) it may well be 
thought,the life of Gods people was as bad, as adeath, & 
worthy of his vemoſt cxcecration; yet no ſooner had 
God (hincd alittle vpon him,onely with {ome little #5247, 
(withour al fe) of this truth;butthe man is more inloue 
with the death of the righteous, then with his owne life, 
& would gladly ceale to /zueas hedid,ro ave as they doc; 
his with ſhewes enough to make this good with advan- 
rage, how earneſtly doth he vtter it? | Zee my ſoule aye the 
death of the Righteous, let my laſt end be like unto bis Jand no 
man tn c6mon ſence can wilh any thing but that which 
citheris endcede, (or in his apprehenſion) for his owne 
well-fare, Morcover, how many ſingular reſpe&s are 
there whercin,the death of Gods childe is to be preferred 
tothe /zfe of a wicked man ? 

Onr death is pretions p 

T heir death is wile: 

Our death deſweat ic; 

Their life abhominable, 


Num, 27. 
10, 


Pſal. 116, 


Io. 


Plal.15. 4- 
Phul. 1. 2 3. 
2 Pet,2.10s, 


T hus in the {a7 eremy which is death, we overgoe the 1 Cor. 15 


vngodly, andare, (oroughrttobe) fo farre from chan- 
ging /ives with them, that we will not giue our death 
(which 1s the wor/? thar can befall vs in this world ) for 
their life, which is the onely Jarizng they delire beyond 
all other, to enioy vpon the earth. 

And ſo we have feene inall theſe particulars ſeverally, 
how the oddes 1s ours in all reſpedts, there's morcto be 
got by our greateſt evills, then by all their be/t grod, in- 
[tance where you will, its evident, inevery thing which 
can bc aamed, or conceited. 


4 I will. 
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{ will now ſpeake but once more z and that ſhall be ot 
all, and every 0 our evils //amm'4 vp together, and gathc- 
rcd into a forall, that as in the /temsbetore, ſo now in 
chem all at once, ic may appcare, thatthe whole malle 
of our miſery, or the grzatclt meaſurethercof, that can 
bc powred 1m, preſſed arwne, even till itrun over vpon vs, 
1s more happy, & much bertzr, then all che good things, 
that can becalt vpcn wicked perlons, yea though the 
whole world ſhouid empty al! her tuln2+,and excellency, 
co give them the /arg7// contentment, that could be wi- 
ſhed, 

And wewill giuc you ſufhcient ſecurity for the truth 
hereof, in onethatis beyond all exception, to wit, /e/«s 
Chrizt, who was a4 man of {orrowes, a mirrour of mitc- 
rics, in whem all kinde of calamity did combine, and 
{crrled icelfe vpon wis facred perion, (conlideringas he 
was man ) (cizing both vpon loulc and bodyat once, & 
in incxprefible manner vpon both,and either. It would 
bee roo tedious ro particulate thole ſeverall palhions 
which he felt, neither indeede is it more poſhble tor vs 
to declare them, then to endure them : How was he hand- 
lcd, and humbled, of Go4, of men, of dewills? 

Of Gad, in14tice, ſeeing he ſuffered in mans ſtead. 

Of men, in malice, bein? in/itgated by the dzvell. 

of 7s drvel,in outrage, being permitted of God to aff: 
im. 

The /everity of Gods law, the extreamity of mans crucl- 
ty, the vtmoſt of the divels tyranm, was excrciſed vpon 
him ; betweene theſe three he carrycd (at once) the vin 
geance of heaven,the malignity ofthe earth, and the gc /prte 
of hell, all theſe envenomed walls being full of t.is fa- 
thers fcirceſt wrath, and moſt dreadfull indignation e- 
ven tothe loathſome lees, and poylonous dregs, were 


powred 
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powred vpon his precious toulc and body, ſo that hee 
was all over drentcht into the mo't wotull condition 
thata creature could be, as carrying the maledition of 
the molt mighty God, and that whole curie, which was 
duc, (by drowe law) to man» kindescorruptnature inthe 
cle, 

Now take him at the very wor#/, and vemoſ! of all this 
evill, imagine him as berraycd by 7udss, apprehended 
by the High Prieſts lervants, pynnioned, and arraigned 
before Pilate, and there reproached blindfolded, but- 
fered, and every way moit barbarouſly abuſed, with 
thornes, rods, and whatſocver could be done to his ig- 
nominy , and miſery, foliow him from thence to his 
Croſſe and thinke what he endured there, in ſight of all 
men, belides the vnſeene [ufferings of his ſoule, before in 
the garden, and nowagaine, which m1dehim fill the 
firmament of heaven with ſtroag, and ſtrange cryes, as 
being /awplyinſufterableroa meere creature , ( without 
the vtter detiruftion of the ſame) vnleſſe it had a Diety 
to (upport it. And in this balcſt, birtereſt, and moſt hea- 
vie condition, (et by him ſome one among the ſons of 
the »#2hty, and conceit that mar ina compleat contrarie- 
ry to all this, put vpon h1mall che pompe,plcaſure,prin- 
cipality, power, honour, and whatſocver heart would 
have ; «gnifie him with the dominion of the whole 
world, and tet all the crownes vader heaven be brought 
into one, and ſer vpon his head, nay, diefie him ) as He- 
rod would have beene) and make him the on:ly MO- 
NAR CH of mmkinaeand that nothing may be wan- 
ting to his abſolute welfare ina temporary, and ter- 
renall eſtare, let all mynes yeelde him treaſure, all fruires 
gige him plea/ave z yeathinke him as much more hap- 
py abcue all men, as Ch4r1// waz more miſcrable then a- 
ny ; 
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ny man, And when h-ſe two (hail and together (thus) 
inchy thoughts,lay which of the zo thou tudgettin bet- 
ter caſe, and in whetherseltare thou wouldelt chuſe ro 
ſtand ; cicher in C:r:/{sarthe wor/t, or this mans at the 
be/t, I make no queſtion but every iruc Chriſtian would 
quickly determine che calc, and make his choyle, and 
none but the Athei/t, or infidell, would rake any part 
with the other. Why then, is ic not plainethat the grea- 
reſt heape of moſt heavy vnhappines, bcing piled vp to-« 
gether,and chrowne vpon the perion of a childe of God, 
15 more light,and calic to bearce, beyond all compariſon, 
then mewntaines,0r mynes, yea,or whole'worlds ot wealth, 
and whatſoever e}{T of the beſt things, that can be cicher 
deviſed,or delired,to fill che ſenſuall heart of (inful man. 
Thelſc two then, (thus conhidered ) doe cleare the calc, 
and make our comfort vnqueſtionable, that all our cvill 
exccedeth all their good, and that therefore, thoughthe 
Lord, doe pleale to lay his heavy hand vpon his owne, & 
colctthole profare ones goc {ree, and vntouchcd, and io 
zo ſeem to be in better cate then we, yernow wee 1ce nor 
onely by proofe of evidence, butailoby powerfull expe- 
rience,thatthe worſt we haue, ts better then the be/? ; our 
w1iſeries are beyond their merces, yea, our hell, cxcecdes 
their heaven, and lo they ſilly inlultover vs, but we zu/tly 
overthem; and Stax is buta foole to turmoyle vs with 
theſe perplexed thoughts, of the wel-being of his vallals, 
and our 11| condition, vnletfle hee could averturne, and 
rake away the ground ofthis glorious truth, which over- 
turnes him, and makes vsto glory and triumph in our 
moſt grievouscribulations, vnder the blefied hope of 
much preſent, andot infinice and everlaſting felicity to 
come to vs, forever and ever, in due timc. 
And beloved, vpon thele premifles ( thus conſidered ) 


wee 
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wee onght to be lo farre from wondering at our miſeries, 
that we ſhould rather turne ali our admiration vpon our 
{clucs, and begin ro wonder at our 0'vne weakenes, 1g+ 
norancc, and infidetity, andto berwaylc our wondertyl! 
want of taith in this heavenly truth ; whic'i if it were 
well bzIceved, andapplicd of vs, might and woula, be 
ſa farre from encrealing our carcs, tar it would racher 
cayl(c vs to] accountit exceeamn? 19 whinwe fall mio many 
tribulations |and in ſead of blethng vngedly men tn our 
thoughts, attheirbe/*, wee would bictic God tor the ba- 
{elt, and moſt deteRted ſtare whereinto it ſhould pleaſe 
him to ſuffer them co calt vs : did we know all,we would 
ſoone be weary of their welfar,, and molt willing to vn» 
dergoe that condition which is reputed mot wretched 
and wofull. 

Shall welanch a litle furcher into the deepe, and di(- 
cover the rich, rare, and hidden treaſurcs of this heavenly 
truth ? that by our knowledge of them, we may truely 
finde, that 2s our afflicFions doe abound for Chriit, our com- 
ſolations ſbou!ld abound, ( y*a \uperabound ) much more, by 
Chr:i:/, andalſo, that che further we wade in the parti- 
culars of our woe, we (hall (till deſcry more abundance 
of bleſſed ioy, and therein wee may /wimeand bath our 
ſclucs, in our greateſt bitrernes, and by it, be (weetely [a« 
ved trom (iaking in chat /e - of ſorrow & diltreſſe, where» 
in lo many doe moſt miſerably ( as in a bottormleſſe 2u!fe) 
drowne and overwhelme them(clues rrrecoverablely, Al- 
ſurcdly if we come toſurvey the happy, and worthy, difte- 
rences of our worſt eſtate,and their be/?, and whar ſingu- 
lar & ſorpaſhng advantages we have of them every way; 
wee fiould (at once) gather both much abundant ai- 
kor1.ce of thistrurh,and alloevidenceof incomparavle 
comfort from the lame : 1naſmuch asitwill vydentable- 
G Y 
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ly appearc, that in our brave}? Ci:ate, Our (iato is fo he 
v-6ly, as may; and will, ( being rightly ballanced ) who- 
ly over-beare all di{comforts that can come vpon vs; & 
teach vs 0 tramtletribulanon vader our fects, as 2 thing 
more fir for 6ur holy contre npt aud [carnc, then tor our 
carnal carc or feare, 

Let vs then make vur appro: ch, and drawe neere to 
fom: {-w, of thole rmnumeral/c particulars, which wee 
might readily produce ; inſtancing in ſuch onely, as for 
evidence are molt rnqueſtrenable, and for cunlequence 
molt comfortable, And the necrer wee come, the more 
willour toy ariſe, and encrea{2 vpon vs, by the bright 
beamcs of that bleſlzd and celceſtiall /pht, that ſhineth 
from hcaven fo : /2r1ruſly, in every ſeveral] difference and 
«Avant:ee berweene theirbsſ?,ond our 3weor/t eBate. For 
you mult know, that as the «ference, fo the advantare, 
berweene our condition and thetrs, 1s exc2eding great, 
and beyond all dimenſion, yet we will ayme and guclle, 
as weare able, to vnfold ſuch as we ſhall find molt plain, 
and mo!t plentiful co our propotc.in hand. To come to 
them then : The firſt is this, 

1. 4A childe of God is bleſſed in his worſt eſtate, and an vu- 

godly man is accur [ed in his beſt, 

Can there bee a wider difference, or a worthier a6van- 
tage thenth1s? rhe difterence berweene things bleſſed & 
curſed Of God, 15the mol! that may be, for God mak: s 
theſe to, the virmol! extreames, both of all natw"all, [pr 
11tuall,and eterna { good, andevill, and the aduancage 
is the ſame with thediff-rence, that is to ſay, as much as 
can bc veitered orexpreſied : but Ict vs tric the eruth i1cr 
of in this particular, whereof we [peake. 

And that we may loone doe, for wee have a moſt ſure 
word of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus C brit co ſecure our 
{onles 
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foules ofthc lame, | LOOKC We into that pert or lis owne 


moit excellent {e270 Winlch we nndc Ent: 6. wikre he 7 
Dringeth in, buth the righteous, andthe finacr, and pre- * 


oncth hcrotichem vato vs, in their owne habire. 
The godly at the wor#f, wer. 20.2! 22, wy 
T he ungodly at the beſt ,uer. 24 2.2 

T lie former (viz: the faichtull) arc contidered in thelg 
Poverts ' Harper, Sorrow and Contempt Lurtnecy arc biet» 
cc in caem all; no Poverty bur bicfied. | Ble//eu Lee yee 
poore, ver.20. ]no Hunger but ble ficd | 3leſ/edd ve y* that 
hunger, Ver. 21. } 0 SOrrow but Dictiey, | b/e(Jed ' be xee 
that mourncvir. 21.) no Contempt bur ble tte Jſ; Egon 
are yee when men revide you &c ver. 22 23- |. And { >< 
loved) are not-hey a blciled peopleand their irate blet- 
{ed every way, whe very cr0{/+5, yen curſes (asthe world 
accuuntsthern )are blef: 4? Canthey wantany thingto 
mekKerhem wh; tely "ju, vho ſec very want of ſome 
bl: (cf ig* Is /o" {eto them?Had not he whors Ged tobe 
te(ſelfor eve Jpe ici d this potne,w ho could haue c0- 
Tak meds & (ot to his leaterhatit had beene true ? bur hicm- 
ic lt was hnapry,and blei}d; prove, /orrowfull,contempritle, 
and bleed in alltt.eleghetpake what himfcti» ow” ninre 
did tecie, R what bis membcrs (partakers of his nature) 
by eraceſhculd feciezto wit,thas if che world & rh qiuetl 
w1;! k.ep? them every way perplexed; he will ever keepe 


them (a3 Gd his father kept krm) h2ypy and bleſſed, If 


tacy mu.: be poore,and hantry,orivcy "% Jefamed, it (haibe. 
Bleſſed hanger, 
Blefſea povrtie, 
Zle(ſe:!repro ch, and 
Bleſ/ed go 1ete, 
doe the world and the Divell what they can, when cacy 
:22e done their worſ{to Gods childres, the worſe they 
G 2 car. 


Om, Y,TeC 


The Saints Adyantaze_, 


can doe, ſhall be well, and happy to rhem, 

The latter ( viz: the protanc)they (onthe other ſide) 
are (er out to the wrmo/t, the mit 15 made of them that 
can be, we have them brought to rufiling in their Riches, 
$1ciety, 'ol tie and Honour, burthey are wofull1n al theſe: 
no wealth bu: wofull,[ wee be t9 306 that arerich: ver.2 4. | 
a0 fulncs but wofull,| wee be to you that are fall, vor. 27 | 
no mirch bur wotull, | woe be to yeu that laugh, ver. 2 5. | no 
honour, but wotull, | woe be 79 you when men applaud you, 
ver. 26, ] And are not they a wotull people, to whom all 
we:lth and welfare is wofull whole very comforts & ble/- 
fings { as the world accounts them) are accurſed ? Can 
they want any thing to make them 77pzely milerable, 
whole very mereizs, are miſerics pp them ? The Lord hath 
entayled an etcrnall woe, ro ail thole things wherein 
wcy place their welfare. Their ble/5ings and Gods cur/c, 
cannot be ſcycred ; they are {imply inſeparable, and ſhal) 
ſo cleaue vnto cach other for ever, that as they can hauc 
no ioy inany happinesappertayning to others, lo they 
ſhall haue none, in chat which they poileſſe rhemſelucs ; 
bur whenſocuer they read, or heare any thing, our of 
Gods booke touching any temporall benefit comming 
rowards them, it muſt be vnderſtood with 4 verrgeance 
adhzring to ir, (ſo farreas their part goeth init) before 

they (hall enioy it. 
Now what a m-7cy 33 it, to have every bitter rhinp 
{weetned,cvery evil bleiedi And what a miſery is it to hauc 
every /weete thing poy/oned, every good thing aceur [ed ? 
This is cur fir/f advantage, and the odds ſtanding vp- 
on thefe tcarmes, of an evzll ſtate bleſſed, and a good con- 
dition aceur/ed,every idiot would ſoone determine whit, 
of the two, tochuſe; Is nota goodeſtate to be defired on 
any tearmes,% a bad, on none? Ithinkevery man wou:d 
p - be 


or, The ſaichfulls Well-ſare.. 


be glad of a ble/4jng vpon any condition, and entertayne 
a curſe, vpon none. And now judge (pray you) bc- 
eweene S nts, and ſinners, which of both are in better 
caſe, howloever ir itand with cither of them, in che bet 
the one may haue, & the wor#? that can befall the ocker ; 
and according to this apparant evidence, giuc vpright 
lentence, whether the mo/{ vnhappre among the children 
of God,be not in morc happy cale, then the wo#t hippee 
among the children of this world, 

And thus farre concerning our fir; advantage. The 
ſecond 15 this, 

2. AchilieefGod at his worſt, hath no true, or reall evill 
vpon him,but onely the appearanceor outſide of the ſame, 
A wicked man at his beft, hath nothing but that which 
ſeemeth ta be 2004, and is (1ndeed ) evil. 

And this advantage 15 moit evident on cither part,and 
vndeniable in both, For f#»//, for the childe of God, he 
hath his part & tnterelt in Chri/t, who having taken part 
ofall the evils incident co the eleR, hath by his own ſut- 
fering and cnduring of them, deprived them of their ve- 
nome & poy/021,pulled ourthcir /{z»e, and aboliſhed what- 
loever was trwely ev:i//in them,and (anRified them (o, as 
that he «/oxe did beare them as curſes, we (at rhe moſt,and 
the wor /)doc vndergoc them onely ascro//es ; vnto bom, 
they wereas ivlt puniſhments for vs, vato vs,they are no- 
thing but mcreifull chaſtiſements: they were ducto him 


(in our nature) by law,and became part of che m1/edid7 193 = 3+ 732 
d CI2.10, 


thereot;rhey come to vs,onely as rokens of kindnes an 
louc, {© {aith the {pirit of God once andagaine, 
Againe, for the vagodly man, he 1s miſcrably gul'g, 
and coined, as concerning his condition, having tom= 
things which /cexze to be good, bur being well lifted, 
and icarched into,arc found to be noching but reall ev/!s. 
FOr 
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For wity? we kao, (Innvand revciiion did not oncly 
199, LR us nts, and 24/ertes; burailo tt brought 
WA} C14" andy ETC INES, Ri 1d 2 Batre, net, WP on the » gvod 
chingsc 79.: creaciy tor vs, and mide hm evill ro v3not 
11 heir 7, 2vate 73101, by: even in our P4//:/4,0a ot them 
ait0, as Was Nortcd 141 Lic former auy 2iitage. Now this 
curl char by inne cloaverh tothe blittin 2s of God, 1s (as 
was aitogiorclayd) infeparabie, to the ttancr ; becaulc 
his tinnc isnotremooved from +: Catia or my 
C'r). 15f,, vn (> God, 11 Wi10M, hz himteife having no patt 
or pvor't-1n, burremayning vagerthe power and rage of 
ſunn<a3c dh ciaheants poll: at Sat. 4, {0 goe alto, ail 
thoſe ings lkewile which he C2th entoy, remayne 
ender che mat diction ot 45m: God, and in tirem, hc 
15 23 much decervcd as he 15 11 hir:{cl{e, «ho though he 
leeme ro be, (ar leait co himiti'e ) cr 299 as any, ya, 17 
my be better, {in lis owne concetr) "8 1 the be#t of the 
Lords beloved ones;ts yer ,buta / vm:e ot Saran an ympc 
of hcli,and no {uch man as he made account he was. $0 
tha: himielte 5 x0 [1h 2: er/97, 20d 2 1hc hath, are n2 /uch 
things, as they are conccited wok | being r-putcd good, 
bur diicovered to be ttarke navghe, Looke what wee arc 
before the Lord,tuch are al! thingsto vs which we hace, 
cacy can bv no other in his { tight, 

But ſhall we heare the 4H Gho/? ſpoake in this point, 
and that from them (or rather i them) whole expericnce 
doth actuallywultitic that which we doe avouch. Looke 
( I pray ) and obleruc, yea admire, t!.c Apoltic Pawls c- 
vidence tathis particular, he was a man that had trycd 
the worſt thar could beendur: d,and t the wor? (he faith) 
ofthat he telr, 15 oncly 16:5, that it oncly ſeemed to be 
worle then indeede ic was ſound to be ;3 nay. (onthe con- 
tary) that it was but a/-14dow of evill, and a mere 47- 
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prarante therco, without eny /rb/{arcr, or reall ſence of 2 Cor 6.8, 
the {ame at a1, T ake we notice of his v ardi,is we ftinde ” 190.11, 


them, and ve (hall ſeechis point impregnabic.h»! ([p:aks 
( purpole:y ) of his mill TICS,pIrICCutions,and d; 1etes, 
Of all torts, and in them atl,whart ſaith hn het why cvcnt's, 
thatihe wort of them were not the things themltines 
they lecmed to be, but onely ſome /r2wes, o7 ovtiides of 
them them forrow was nn more but thils, | As ſorrenwwin? 
13. yet al Way's 16030mne | (heir povertte.but this, | 4s 
heins $90; "ey je. making #4n; ich | thu want but thus. | 4* 
htome nethine, vet paſſeſsin2 ili ifenzs] and looftherehh, 
inſ(omuch,tha: he breaks our mall actionate! Y,ver,il, 
0 Cortsthians, Ee. As it hc ſhould i: iy) Oh dearc Chri- 
ſtians, if you did but know how we/l ic ts with vs at our 
worſt, howthe Lord doth groſſcly infatuate the Divell, 
and befoole wicked m2n, in ſuffring them to conccir 
how vahappic we are, through the evils they cal! vpon 
vs ; and how he doth oraciouſly co:nfort vs, 1n taking a» 
way theevill, of all thele evils trom vs, (0 asthar, wee are 
nothing ſo afilited,or diftreiTed,as chey dreame vsto be, 
but ( on the quite contrary) wee arc chearcd, comforted, 
and encouraged, that we can, and do reioyce excceding- 
ly,in the vemo!t extremities of a//, that they are ablc by 
might, or malice, to inflit vpon vs : if this were but 
knowne toyou as it 1s felrof vs,you would rejoyce toge- 
ther with vs, and be perſwaded ( as we are) thar no more 
miſcry can come to a true Chrij/ian for the profcthon of 
Religion, then mav remayne, and well conſort wich all 
tne 10y, Peace, (olace, and happinciſe, which heart can 
wiſh Andin this declaration the Lord hath enlarged our 
hcarts to tel; vou thit truth which the world cannot rc- 
cciuc, nor bclecye ; to wit, that the wor/t we can exdure, 
may conlilt, withthe be? wee can deſire. The wiſchiefes 
men 


47 
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The Samts Advantaze.., 
men bring vpon vs, ot 10r109, want, NC. arc but PC uw; cs 
er /maves Of tixcle things z bur the 10y, tuines, &c the 
Lord giucs 1 ce middett of them all, are crue, and reall, 
{ound and lub!{fanuall contolations, 

But now on the other liYe, tor the vngodly,it is not (0 
with them : all cheir good things arc evills zndeear, how 
good toever they iceme ro be, Haue we nor ſhewed them 
co be alli» che general denounced as curics torhem, from 
Gods owne niouth, Det. 28. Andif we come tO particu- 
{ars, will not every levcrall beſ5im2, proouc a curſe vnto 
them, vpon due {earch ? 

They haue m7, but iuch as [ in the middeit whereof 
the heart is heavie} ,aiid doe they not droope many times 
inwardly, when outwardly they arc trolike and iovial|? 
God {aith they doc, ang lome ot them haue ſhewed irto 
be r90 true 3 itis but wock-12y7 th rhey haue, lent them by 
Satan, to delude them a little while, and to be taken 
from them by God, ar 2 moments warning, whenſocvcr 

h: ſhall but offer to frowne vpon them in the leaſt. 

They have wealth, (and the world ſayes, that they 
who have that, haue the blethng of God) but what is 
their wealch?Seemim?!y gvod,yea that which makes them 
the beſt men, in mens iudgement: bur it you will be 
iudged by God, who hath ſpeken it, he cals itby to ma- 
ny 9dious Eputhets, as mult needs per{wade any man thar 
K is nothing leſle then good indeed: take a few fora taſte. 
is it not called 

Hurtfull, Eccle. 5.12. 
Deceitfull, Mar. 13. 22. 
Dangerous, 1 T im. 6, 17. 
Filthy lucre, 1 Pct. 5, 2. 
Vnrichtcous mammcn, Luk. 16. 
With a mulcitude more ot woſt/outh/ome appellations 
LO 
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tothe ſame purpole, by any one of wich, nothing that 
is 11wely good, was ever entitulcd, 

And what we ſay of theirwealth, and myrth, might be 
{ayd of the hononr, and plezſure, of theie men, and of all 
their contentments wharloc ver ; all and every ot witch, 
vpon true and (erious inquiſition, would be found no 
ſuch marrers, as they are made account to be, in the 
weake imaginations of wicked men; but things, quite 
contrary to the great opinion they hauc of chem. 

Now what a wide arfference, and what a worthy aav.1n- 
tage ns here? thatachilde of Gods worſ?, 1s but ſeems: '0 
2v1!{, and true 200d, and an vngodiy mans be4/, 15 but /ce- 
"ing good, and true evill ? Sprcly a little deliberation 
would lcruc, toa full reſolution of any mans choice of 
thele two, which he would have, whether the former 
condition, or the latter, And this i3 our /:cond advan- 
tage. The thi-dfolloweth. And that is this, is 

3. That the ſouls of a chil-de of God is (ate in the wor ſ? eſtate 3. Advane 
hee:nbein, mm this life ; but a wicked mans ſoule is in Saks 


moſt Janger when his eſtate ws at beſt. M 

Let the L1G ipeake for both, out of his bleſſed Word, \ 
we know he will not, nay, cannot but ſay true for cither bi 
fide. For the fairhfoll ar nd their lafetie fir, Chriſt fore- "y 
tels Peter of as much miſcry as might befall I im, when l bl 
he ſignifies vnto him, that { Sat1n hard deſere to wy mnow Lk 22.33 6 
him (with thereſt) z5 w herte Nat | is, throughly, exact= n 
ly,tothe vemolt z by which word s he mcant to giue Pe- þ 
97 tO nderſtand wii miſcries he was l:xe(for the truths *F 
lak "ro vnd: rgocand! OW It came t') paſſe according! V, 4.0 


by Gods permiflion of the D. ll, and -hopower, and 
19 1)11ce 0! his adhavenes, « the fiory of 1s d-1all wes 


Chri/is death; and the relation of is 11{+, and death, 1 jt 
tlic booke of the Ads of the Apoſtler, dth abund:nc! , FA 
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The Saints Alvantage._, 


evidence,and declare.But wherewith did Chri/? comfort 
Peter, when he told him of this outward diſcomfort and 
danger ? why cven with this very thing, [ But 7 haue pray- 
ed for thee, that thy faith faile nat which wasas much as to 
fay ; though many perlecutions, and perils may [urprizc 
thee,to the endangering of thy lite,cven vnro the death, 
yet know, thy {oules cltate (hail be ſecured, the power of 
grace z# theethe allurance of glory to ther, ſhall in no wiſe 
taile,that (hall ſtand falt for ever, whatloever becommeth 
of thy ctemporali part, which will periſh. 

And not ta Peter alone, was thus much poken, but 
our Lord leſus Chriſt layd as much to all that are of vp- 
right hearts, when he (pake that Parable of the Shep- 
heardand the Sheepe, whereof we reade inthe Golpell. 
He compares himiclte to rne good 5 hepheard,N his Saints 
to his Sheepe + now becauſe no creatures doe more mil» 
carry through the vioience, crucitic, and outrage, of de- 
vouriag bcalts, then /heepe doe, and none are in lo much 
danger to be torne in picce*as they, and no /eepe thar 
men have, are in h.,}:c 1h. danger that Chriſts ſheepe are + 
Chriſt doth of purpotz provide, to prevent (I tay not the 
dangcr it (elic, as it tc meant, that never, Holfe, or Beare, 
ſhauld come ncere his told, bur ) thar feare, that might 
follow the danger, wherevacz they are incident, ſaying 
[ my Father tw 2 g4uUe thems to mes greater then all, and none 
Can take thera ont of my Fathers hand | As it he ſhould ec!] 
them,it were very poltivle,cafie,and ordinary,fortyrants 
to breaxe 1nto che fold, and terch uway a /hrepe. or two, 
and ſcatter ( if not devoure ) a wholc fi>gke ; bur (ſayrh 
Chr1/t)though your Rlecces ſhould be ſhorne,yeathaugh 
your flcſh (huuld be torne, and you taken from hou/-t95 
houſe, yea trom the earth ; yet knuw, that your b/? part 

is {afe/f,your ſoules ſhall nonz beabic to rouch, or tak2 
nn 


or, The faithfulls Well-fare_. 
out of my Fathers hand, who holdech you faſt, and will 
not let you goe fram himſcife, vpon aiiy tearmes z bur 
will [ hold youby hisright hand, an gnMe jou by bis cornſell, 
and afrerwardes bring you to glory, | though it may be 
through the Batchers hands. 

Andthe Apoſtle Peter him(clfe tells vs, ( it may well 
be out of the happy expericnce, of the fecling ot that 
which ChriZ faydto himſelfe before ) thar the Saints of 

God in thole times did reioyce (and that in the midit of 
many heavieccmptations) with ioy va/peakable and gloe 
r10ws, becauſe they were ſecured ( touching their ſoules 
cftace) ofthat immorcall, and never fading inheritance, 
which was reſerved for them ( through the favour of God) 

1n the heavens, and they preſerved ( through the power of 
Goa) vnto it. [In ſome vncomfortable heavines they were, 
becauſe of their preſent afliions, but che toy they feir 

by this blefled aſſurance of their {oules eſtate, was fo 

much, that it was v#/peakeable, 

But now for the vagodly and the ſinner, on the 
other ſide, the caſe is altered with them in this thing ; 
his bodie and ſtate, may be both very ſecure, and c- 
very thing may goe with him, as hee would haue it, 
he may be planted, and rooted, and growe rancke 
and encreaſe mightily, in all contentments to the de- 
fire of his heart, butin the mcane while, though all 
his externall things ſeeme to be built on the rock, yer 
his ſoules eſtate 1s founded on the /and, and that (0 
looſely, thar every pufte of winde, every wauc ot water, 
bearcs it downe, by reaſon of che perpetual! perill wher- 
in it is, 

We haue roo many witneſſes of this woful truth; 4 whole 

world fell at once, when they thought themſelues firme, 

& faſt in the daics of Nozhzneither were tho bodies of _ 
H 2 | 
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for the Apoltie leemes to me, to controle it, but ) of the 
moſt ef them, werc to damnation, 

The Prophet 1/aiah, brings in a merry crew of ſuch as 
neither carea tor, nor feared, any thing, but paſſed their 
tme with merriment and mulicke, and (o exceeded in 
iollity asir paſt : but on a ſuddaine, the next newes we 
hearc of thete good-fellowes, 15 that | Hell had enlirged it 
ſcife, and opened her mouth without meaſnre to receiue them | 
as if hell were hungry for them, and could not be ſatis- 
ficdrill it had them ; and are not they in moſt danger, 
after whom hell is thus cager ? | 

The rich e/utton in the Goſpell, was ſo well lin'd, and 
growne ſo warme 1n his wooll, having jan'd all his 
corne, enlarged cycry barne, and brought all things fo 
abour,that now he was at hearts-caſe,and could let him- 
ſclfe a leaſe for many yeares, of peace, ſafetie, fulnes, and 
all kinde of contentment; as it he thought, that not a 
man among athouſand was better vnder-laid then him- 
ſelfe, and that, as David once dream a) his rocke was made 
fo ſtrong,that there had beene no {tirring of it;alas, what 
plight was his ſoule in, all this while? No ſooner had he 
breathed our the words that argued his conccited /afe- 
tie, but inftantly another voyce was heard from heaven. 

a voyce dolefull, heavie, and terrible, arguing his dange- 
rous, nay,his deſperate, nay, his damnedeſtate,now immi- 
nent, and hanging over his head, and immediately to be 
executcd vpon him, f thou fo2le thrs nivbt ſhall they take 4- 
way thy ſoule was 2ver man neerer milchiefe,that thought 
bimſclfe /o farre from it? he talkes of many yeares hap- 
pines; God tels him of that perdition that the Prophet 
ſpeakes of | defruſtion (hall come vpon the wicked, and he 
ſballnot fee the morning thereef \that is, ſuch confuſion as 
ſha]! 


— 
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ſha!l ſoone come, and make quicke diſpatchofall, when 
it doth come, 

Ti1us are the ſoules of Gods Saints bound faſt vp [ in 
the bundle of life Loy the Lord himlelfe, the Lord of lite ; 
who hath bound himlelte, and his holincſle, ro ſauc them 
wholy harmeles, at the wor/t that can come vatothem * 
in this world. Bur for the ſoules of wicked perlons,they 
are in woful] plight, in their bodies beltcltate, and lie {9 
ſcattered, nrgleted,& varcgarded,(as things of naught) 
thatGod in iuſtice, Icts them alone to be lcized by Satans 
malice, tobea prey to that devouring Lyon, who will 
ſoone make everla'ting havock of them in hell, 

And this is the 71-4 difference, and the Saints third 
advantage, beyondall vagodly men, wherein how calic 
isitto determine, who hath the better end, or which is 
the happier tate? any man that hach but a mans ſoule, 
indued with reaſon, will ſoone preterre (afety ro danger 
in themſelucs, but whoſoever hath a Chriftians ſoulc 
ſeaſoned with Religion, will preferre the former vpon 
any tearmes , eventhe very wor##, and accept the latter 
ypon no tearmes, no not the be/?, The fourth advantage 
followeth. 

A childe of God at the worſt hee can be in, in this world 4 rhe 
hath zo true cauſe of ſeare : And a wicked man at his beſt, **"* 
15 ina ſtate moſt fearefull. 

The moſt afflitrd condition of the faithfull is voyd 
of feare,and the fayreſt eſtate of a wicked man is full of 
feate. Gods booke gives abundant tel[timonie of both ; 
folly freeing the Saint from feare, and filling the (inners 
heart with littleelſe, Let vs take notice of that which is 
revealed forthe people of God in this particular, 

The Prophet 7ſatah, forcte!s marveilous miſery vato 1, 
the Church, vnderthe names of fire, and water, both 2.;, ED 
4. which 
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which doe reſemble, both great diſireſſes, and great as. 
bundance of them alſo: you know they are merciles and 
outragious creatures, thatdoe wholy burne, and viterly 
overturne, all they prevaile vpon; and like vnto them 
mu! thecalamities be,that are likened (to vs) by them. 


- Now,though the very naming ot fre,and water,of floods, 


Phul. 1.28, 


and flames, ( cipecially to this end, to be metaphors of 
more heavy milcrt25) were enough to terrific andaftright 
men, and to cauſe icarc to overftow all hope of any hap- 
pines ; yct the Lord w:ll in ao wile haue his children a- 
fraid,bur layes it ypon them by cxpreſle inhibition here, 
( as he alſodoth many atime clic where) | Feare not 0 
Jaceb wy ſervart| and becuuſe this might leeme an cx- 
cceding /trangeiniunRion, he giues thema ſtrong and 
excellent reaſon for it:{ For 7 a with thee, the waters 


ſoall not dr owne, the fire ſhall not burne thee Eve. |Behold, 


when he tels them of chings moſt fearefwll, he will nor 
have th;cm fearear all. 

Andthe Apeoſtlz is of the (ame mind, with the Pro- 
phet, writing to the Church ar Philippr, (and inthole 
daics,the times were terrible, tyranny and extreame pers 
ſecution prevaylecd exceedingly vpon all ſuch, as could 
be found to profeſle Chriframty) and exhorting them 
[ in nothing to feare the adverſaries ] ( tor[ our | is not ori- 
ginally expreſled ). Oblerue how gererall the exhortatt- 
on is, both touching the adverſarics, andthe things to 
be feared in them{ n nothing, feare the adverſaryes | |:t 
them be who they may be, never ſo merciles, feirce; or 
inhumane : let theirrage be what it will be, never ſo vile, 
villanous,dyrciul,yca diab-lical,yet whEborh are come 
to the moſt, & worſt, that can be, neichcr is worth fcaring. 

In like manner, /oh» writing tothe Church of Smyrot 
glucsthemghe lame comtortable counſel, and encou- 
ragement 


or, The faithfals VWell-fare_. 


ragement, againſt their puriecutions now approachin 


them, but the drvellhimicltc. 


Theſe are the generall acquittances that the Lord hath 
given his ſcrvants to free them from all fearcs in al afflic= 
tions : yea, let them ſec me never (5 fearefull, or infernall, 


they aic norall of them (no notatthe worſt) worth fea- 
ring in the leatt [ Thou dreweit neere ( latth good Tere» 
miah )n the day of my trouble, 4nd ſ1yd;t unto me Feare not, 
and chat when I was,”n the low dunzeon | | Though 1 walk 
in the valley of the ſhaddow of death, (that 1s, inthe molt 
diſcomfortablc ftarc of death it felfe ) yer I will feare na 
evill )laith ga0d David. And in a word) our Lord leſus 
Chriſt gaue chis for oneamong tholc many moſt graci- 
ous lefſons lic left behind him {| Feare not them, ( ler the 
men be as many,as mighty,as malicious,a. they may be) 
thit can will the bogy | (be their mancr of killing, astyran- 
nous, torturous, yea ba: b-rous, and cruell as it can be) 
as if hee would (ay, r: ither perſecutors, nor perlecu- 
tions of any kinde, are caul- of any feare in the fairhtull; 
hee who (pake ir (as 212+; ) well knew what hee lay, 
(45G 4d) and therefore we ſtand bound co obey him 2s 
Chriſt, both Godand waz knowingrightwell,that if any 


thing 


JJ 


&> 


laying, | Feare nothing that thou (halt ſuffer ] and yer he 
tels them thattheir tribulation (hall be 10 extreame, and 
extraordinary, as ifthe avell were broke looſe among 
them,and come trom hell ;t /e/fe,tzo make the carth a kinge 
of hell vnto them, (for in what ſence their tormentors 
are called Uivels, their torrents may be called hell ) and 
y.cthe would not haue them feare, atal), though he tell 
them ofthat which would feare, yea affright, yea (al- 
moſt) amaze any body, tothinke that their enemies are 
divells, that is, ſo «xcecdingly (urpalhng and beyond all 
ordinary oppreſlors, that nune 15 bad enough torepreſent 


Lam, 3.556, 
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thing in mans power, might have beene 191 matter of 
feare, ro the faithtull, hee would nor hauc layd this in- 
iunttion vpon them ; bur being man, and acquainted 
with humane fratlety,and being God,having command 
oucr luch corruptions, as hee knew would flaw from 
the lam? ; he forbids all feare,in all cr/es, becauic no fuch 
fearc 1n vs, can conlift with the freedome of his graces ; 
for as true love, 10 true fath[ cafteth out feare, | & to doth 
every laving grace which he hath ginen vs. 

But now on the'other (ide the feare of the profane 
doth overflow him at his be/, andin the fulleſt ſtreame 
of hisexternall happinecs,it brcakes in vpon him to the 
diiturbance of his heart, yea to the fearefull deſtroying 
of himſelf, even when he teares nothing. 

Pharaoh iollowed //ratll wit a reſolved mind to rc- 
poſſeſſ- and re-enſl1uc them vato him for ever, he hath 
all the ſucceſſc, hearr can wiſh, the ſea is holden vpp for 
him,by the ſame miraculous hand of the 4/mighty,which 
keptir for his owne people to paſſe oucr, why ſhould 
he feare any ordizary danger of drowning who had an 
extraordinarie meancs of preſervation? and now that hce 
fees God to ſeeme(ar leaſt ) ro favour him, he is bold & 
adventurous, and feares nor, but hee may follow them 
cloie; but you know the /earefull ifluc of this feare-les ate 
tempr, to wit, his owne, and his peoples helples over- 
throw, inthe mid{t of that ſea, wherin he ſuppoſed him- 
ſelfe as lafe, as Gods Saints were, and belidcs the woc- 

full perifhing of hts body, the lofle of his ſoule was moſt 
hcavy of all, 

Belſhazz,ar, was were he would be (you know) when 
hee had his Princes, his Pecres, his Wiues, and Concu- 
bines, about him, to qzaffe, /n'll, and caronſe, in the (a- 
cred veſlzils of Guds houlc;how frolrke, ioviall, and merry 

that 
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thatKing was, we may calily concciue, and how farre he 


had put away all teare of any ciſmall accident from him, 


we may allo well imagine. Howbctc behoide, when he 
iulpected, nay lurmized, nothing, that might any way 
dilaftet,much leffe,. amaze him,he hath ſuch a luddaine, 
and dreadfull obic& in his cye, as the like hath never 
beene heard, or rcad off before; a mooving hand, wri- 
ting wofu!l rhings againit him on the wall; aad therewith 
was he ld diſtempered, territicd, and in luch a raking, as 
his chattering teeth, his throbbing heart, his knocking kpees, 
( and the reſt pf his quakizg members chough nor ment» 
tioned) may lignifiethe ſtate of his perplexed ſpirit, and 
diſtratcd minde. | | 

It were moſt calie to multiply many of this fearcfull 
crew, whon che Lord hach accuricd many ways, and 
among the reſt, with tuch farlorne, nay ipfcrnall ſeares, 
as maily a time are threa:ned vato them from him, who 
ts "PE 4KE it (cle, cven che molt jerref ill and terrible 
'G ON, who hart; ſhewed all men, how tarrc he can,and 
doth, ard will, forever, keepe them ( even attheir bei/) 
vader ihc bondage of baſe fear? ; ſhewing himſelfe vnto 
them evermore, botit in his werd, by thole terrifying ti- 
tles of a_ dre, an Avenger, a3 Conſuming firezand in his 
worke, by thoſc amazing, and ioulc diſtraRing accidents, 
which doe molt vnexpeRedly overtake them, and are(as 
:t were) the very beemnines of hell vito them, whercin 
there ſhali be an infinice and cndl-s (I {lay notconſumma- 
7191, but) combination, of all fear efull things for ever to a- 
vide, andaboand, vpon them, 


And this is the forth difference, berweene therighte». 


ous and the ireligious, and the fourth 1dvantage wee 
{ whoare Gods) have of the othcr. The taithtull arc 
free from feare, the profancare full of it ; it hath ſcarce, 
(and 
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Andoughtnot to have atall ) ab-:ng, in thoſe that are 
the Lords, and belong to his louc, and in the rcft no- 
thing is more powerfull, not onely being in them, but be- 
ing the greate 1 predominant that bearcth rule, and over- 
beareth; both themſelues ( and that when they arc beſt 
at eaſe,) and al] thoſe things wherein they do mo(t boaſt, 
and ble[/e themſelues,as their manner 1s todo. And which 
ofthele zwoto tak?, is moſtealily, and quickly determi- 
ned, bygny man who isnort feared out of his wits. The 

#ft adyafitage followeth, 
Adrian $- Th# thevtry wor that ever befell any child of God in 
Eages thus world, was ſent of par poſe toprevent the worſt of 
” all, (viz : perdition in the wor ld to tome?) but the belt 
that ever wicked man had, was but to helpe him the nee- 


" ” 


 rertobell tt 
The Scriprore is plaine and plentifut! for either parr, * 
weWillrakcataſtof both. The A4ro/tle writing to the 
Corinthians (&inthem toall true Chr i//zans) doth afſure 
vs that what correRion or chaſtiſement, we cndure here, 
: Corr, 150 ſave vs from confuſlton for ever, | we are ((ayth he) 
73, crailened of the Lo: d, that we might not be condemned with 
the world, rhe Lord doth, as good parents, doeto bad chile 
dren, beſtow many a whipping vpon vs, to ſave vs from, 
hanging ; his ſharpeſt 704, 1s but to prevent a ſharper 
fword, 1s it notbetter to ſmart then to bl-eJe?or to bled x 
little by the gracious hand ofa good father, then ro þ/rege 
to death by the ſeverc hand ofarigorous executioner? 
vw 2:49, Surclythere was ſore what in it, that Pav/Jrels vs it 
> was 10 Prod ſo: him th:t he hadbeene -ffliFed, } which in- 
timates he had beene in an ill calz, if it had not beene (vo - 
And what may be tharſ /weete uit that comes to ſuth 25 
4 h2e beene(nor once, (vr /o ) { nitten, but) Ax /2d of row 
under affliction? | ititbe notihis we ſpeake of? Or what 
colou: 


or, The f.athfulls Welfare. 
colour ofreaſoa can be rendred,why we ſhould notone- 
ly ret. yce,bur cven glory in tribulation, it it were'nota ſan- 
Aificd and aſſured means to elcape deltruftion?[ Thy Rod 
an thy St iff:((aith govd D :vid) they comfort me, | Why ? 
how lo? it were a ſencelefle {peech and vntrue; it he had 
not cold vs before,ttiat rhe Lord was his Shepheard, and 
dealt with him as carctull Shepheards doe,uſethe rod, & 
ſtaff+,to lauc rhem from the beare,and wolfe,and therevp- 
on hetels vs,thatno danger can afright him,becaulethe 
Lord (by corredtion) delivers him, from the ruine where- 
intocls he wouldrun : Better the Shepheard /-re, then 
the wolfe bite; they are 2904 ſtroakes that kzepe vs from 
the pawes and iawes of the Ecyourer, And this was (mel 
of one of 7obs friends long before thele dayes, who. tels 
him, (and God tels vs in him) that when the Lord mea- 
neth to [ ſave 4 mans ſoule from the pit, &. he chiſteneth 
him with patne,&c:] (courging him ſeverely, that he may 
ſauce him graciouſly : And wherin,but inthis alone,conld 
his loue vato vs,and his chaſtiſement of vs;g0r rogether ? 
But on the vngodly mans part,you haue heard before, 
that his bcſt eſtate helpes him to hell, nothing doch 
more further hiseternall miſery, then thethings he ac- 
counts his greatelt mercy:\What ſaid the Lord to 1/2: - 
[ Make the heart of this people fat their eares hervie,&oe. ]Let 
them remaine 1nſenſible of any inſtrution, incapable of 
any humiliation;ſtirrechem nor,nev*rtrouvlethem,bur 
my them their owne way and will, that they may bear 
cartseaſe;butto what end is all cl;is granted?why, that 
their endleſſe miſcry may be haſtensd, ro prevent their 
ſalvation, which tlicy refuſed, to procure their dumnction 
which they deſe/ve4, And che ſame ſayd Chri/? (out of 
this Prophet) to thoſe of his time, who reſting in the 
ſame condition, werereſcrved to the ſame deſfruttion. 
IT Dog 
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Doe we nat readeof ſome that were free from all miſes 
| ries, and had a kindeof exemption from all aff tions, 
199. 21-TT- all their gayes, and paſſed their time as merrily, as ever 
7 mendid, (inryotandrevelling. ) and the next newes we 
heare of them, is their, cverlatting overthrow for ever 
L1&.16.25, andever? What yas itwhich was layd to Dives being in 
hell-rofmenrs;<ven this, ' Thou in thy life tire had'it thy 
He ture, EXC: but now thou art to; ment a, As if he ſhould 
ſay, thy plealurc, calc, delicacy,&c. were the things that 
haltened chis perdition wherein thou arc, And you muit 
Imagine this one to be the ezb/rmrv, or perſon repreſents 
tine of all that Great oxes that ever came or ſha!l come 1n- 
to hell : nothing is a (urer Harbinger of ctcrnall damna- 
tian toan vigedly man,then his freedome from rempo- 
rall aft}iftion. 

I. 5,15; Didyou not hearc before, that | Therefore hell had en- 
larged her ſclfe and opened her mouth, >. | Becaulc it ſee- 
- mcd moſt greedy to devoure the farteſt, and greatel}, of 
thoſe that were never taken downc, nor abated, by any 
- earthly calamicie,as if (uch men were the {weeteſt mor- 

{els, hell could hauc? 
And doc you not reade againe on the contrary ; thar, 
Rer.7.14. | Therefare the * aints cf Godare in bis eloriows preſence dz; 
£4 and night for ever, and ever, aud haue all tezves wiped from: 
their eyes, ] becauſe they came out of great tribulation ard 
perſecution, and had beene {o miſerably handled here 
in this world, that bcing (o hynae,and leane,fo poore, and 
bare, for Chriit, they might the better (even for that 
caufe) come ro be partakers of this celefttall Dleſſednes 
with Chriſt. 
And this is the #7 difference, and the Saints ff? ad- 
vantage, andit is no meane, but a wightic oddes that wee 


hauc of them herein ; Qur /emporai{ miſery preventerh 
our 


1\ He. 
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our eterrai!; their zemporary happines doth haſten their 
ever{tſ{149 milery, VV hat man his ri2bt minde, would 


not foone lay, which of the two he would take, whether 
the wor/t of this wortd, iw!th afſurance of »o eve! inthar 
which 1s to come or that which may be be/7 here, with 
certaintic ofthe worſt that hell can yeeld him afterward, 


on 


Alwayes we 1c2, 1childe of God at his wor/?, hath his -/: 
eliate behind, and a wicked mans worlt is to come,when 
he hath had the beit this world could affoord him, This 
earth is our hell, (even allthe hell we ſhall have ; ) heaven 
- ſhall (urely foliow ir, Ir is thery heaven, ( even all the hee 
venthey can hauce) and 4-17 muſt be, thall (urely cnlae, 
and ſuccecde it. And this is our fifr advantage. 'The jixt 


and /a# followeth, and that is this. 


6, That achilde of God at his worit, even tn all his evill 


whatſoever, is evermore in att all poſſeſſion o, 
excellencies : but a wicked man, hath noth1 


/ 

Hs 

no but 1g- 
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nominy ad balenes,a? his beit,-ven in all his honor 7, 
Take achilde of God,and conceit him to be cloathed 
with all the calamiticand contempt, you can imagine; 
ſuppoſe him vnderall the reproach and milery, that 1s 
pothble co be put vpon him, yet now in GO DE 


account he is, 
A childe of Ged, 


An here of heaven, 
A coe-heire with Chriſt, 
A King, and more then a COnTuerour, 
And indeede more then can be vttered by vs, or con- 
ceived by himſclfe, according to thar of the Apoſtle : 
[we are now the ſonnes of Gol, but it doth not abpeare wrat 


; we ſhall be.) As if he ſhould lay, we know we have a late 
: to come, whole excellency cannot be knowne here ; ail 
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it;the vtmoſt here is to be called rhe ſomes of God, bur 
what we ſhall be, is ſucha ftace as can be called by wo 
name on earth, we hauc [ «life which i hid with Chriit in 
Ged] and till he berevealed trom heaven, ar his ſecond 
comming,che gloiy of chis our condition cannot be dtl- 
covered, 

But on the othcr ſide, how baſe and werthleſſe, con- 
remptible and concumelious, is every vagodly man, in 
the middeit of all his glory andrenowne, andall the ap- 
plauſe the world puts vpon him {he that takes notice by 
what tcarmes the #ely Gho#t doth cnliile rhem, cannor 
but lay, we ſay the truth, atlcalt in part; forthcir fall n- 

famy being mmfinite, that is allo reſerved, til] the wfinrie 
honour of tie ele ſhall by maniſeited. In the meane time 
are they not called, 

Chilyren of hell, 

Slanes of Satan, 

Yule perſons, 

Dogs, ſwine, wipers, yea Divels. 

With many other more, of the like loathſome kinde, 
1mſpired by the Lord, penned by his ſcererarice, recorded in 
his {criptures, preached by his meſſengers,and remaining 
for ever,as thc rightcous brands,and moſt proper appel- 
lations, that Gd himſclfc hath put vpon them, & which 
they mu!t beare from him, who is 700 gre:t, and too good, 
to vnlay, one zet, or 14/tle, of that he hath tpoken. 

Toin{tance particular perſons were to little purpoſe, 
all that are mentioned by name, or comprehended, and 
meant,in that peercles Caralogue which we haue in this 
Chapter,though they were cxpoled to the worſt and vt- 
moſt contempts that could be, tor iwf:4my,and to the moſt 
tyrannous and villanous torments that could be for ex- 
treamitie z yet thc worſi word wee hearc of them is od 
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[Al theſe dyed in the faith, and obtained a good report. ] And Vac 13, 


againc [ Of whom the world was not wor thy ] loc, a world ,, 
[ nay more then a world) of honour, in wo or three 
words, for the whole world, (to wit, ot worldly and vngod- 
hy perſons,Yis not valued at the worth of one childe of God, 
no not by G24 himlelfe, who hath bought them ar a biok 
price, yet gaue no more for them, then hethought them 
worth and hath made knowne their worth tothe world, 
by the price he beſtowed on them, viz. the mrſt precious 
bloud of his «n-ly Sonne, which 1t pleaſed him nor to 
thinke t0- good, to be given for the purchale of their re- 
demprion, and glory. $o thar they arc not over valued, 
at this inviluable rate, (ecing the moit wile God out of his 
owne wiizdome, and loue, hath fer thus much vpon 
them, and in notaccounting the world worthy of them, 
hath ſo pleated (through the merits of the Lord char 
bought them) to accofitthem worthy of the world to come, 
and of all that glory, tmmortalitie, life, and bleſſednes there, 
which all the wit, reaſon, and vrmolt rcach, of morrall 
man,is not fo mech asable once to gueſſe ar; For it being. 
{9 abſolutcly infinite, ir doth infinitely ſurpaſſe all poſh- 
bilicieof man to ayme at it, much lefle comprehend. 

Oa the contrary now, where ſhall rhe vngod!y and 
the linner appeare? or what hail be accounted of them, 
itthe Lord come to giue {enrence vpon them at the vr 7 
beſt of their eltare? Whar are they worth ? how are they 

e/tcemeg be;ore him? why nething, vanitie,yca, le{/e then 
zothino, obey then vanitic more viethenrhe baſet? ver- 
mic they trend vr 6, yea more vile then the earth which 
harbour: both them and 111 54/- ve mine wharle every 
n2creater io bad asthey. vonn the whole carth, one! 'y 
the Divellin hell, he 18 (omewnnat worle, & by haw mac, 
he is worl then rhov, ( becauſe he madethem naught,) 
WY 
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by /o mach arethey worterhen all other creatures, was 
werc by them, and tor ciictr iaKes, 4ccnr/cd. 

To bee catitulcd do25, [Wyre wipers and luch like, 1s 
on<ly to {hew their batencs, as thee creatures ſeeme 109 
vs, a0 25 they are in cthemivlues, tor lo faith ob, | they 
are notivbe Compizcdto the 6. 0£5 of 15) ſtack: ; 1 torthclc cre- 
atures, God made them 2xcee..1-12 good, oncly fin (rherr 
{14 hath made them ſo nwmnght, ws wee viually account 
them to be, in themſclucs they have no finne, nor ought 
cls that is bad, but oncely by chem, by whole {ins they are 
corrupccd, and dcg-neratc from that noble exc-!lency,and 
thole norable qualztres of their nature, which once they 
had, when they had an cſtatce as pure in nature, as wee 
our {elucs in our created condition, Nu! therefore as 
the Divell onely is wor:. of all, becauſe he made wicked , 
men (o bad,to they (next himjaretho worttin the worid, 
becaule al! other things are imbalzd by them, 

B-(ides,tzakethc ay2htief among the wen of the world, 
have not their namcs pcrifhed with them? and are bc- 
comeasruttcen as their bodyes ?yca worle?becaule wher- 
as thee#4/cis contumed in thecarth and anoyes none, 
theirnamc lives like e712 about ground vaburyed, % 
ſtinks more, and more itrongly i.om one age to another, 
2ad (haliliuc co rote through all generations rocome for 
Cur, tilithey (hall be againe ray {cd out of rottennes , to 
loc and meete their living {91:5/ome names before the 
Lords tudgements {eate, who ſhall then, and there, pot 
an cnd to buth, by throwing both, into the bottomlcile 
pitoiengles perdiction,they being the menthar muſt rife 

(£0 (all) to cverialling ſhame anc conicmper. 

To particulate Care, Sar, . ihitopheil, 4h15, 1u {1;,07 
tereſt of tharbeaad-; og of branded perſons whom the 
lving and moſt glotious C-d, hath marked for remar kc- 
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able infamy, were-not to much purpole,and wec haue 
had occailon to notethem before : it (uthceth ro know, 
thar their glory is with ſhame, and rchac a!l the reputati- 
on chey hane had with men atthe grexte/f,hath but made 
their reprozch greater with God, Men have heaped ho- 
nourable ticles of greatnes vpon them to dignttic and 
renowne them, which haue beege but the poore vapours 
of their aye» y words, breathed out either for feare or tor 
flattery, and haue vaniſhed in che very viterance 3 & God 
hath laden chem with heavy, and muſtignominious ap» 
pellations; which his mouth baviag poker, and his pen 
having written, muſt remayne to cleaue for ever, vnto 
that moſt vaworthy, and merable memoriall which the 
world hath ofthem, who knowes them by no names, 
or titles, but onely by thoſe that arc worſe then none at 
all. 

And touching both ( in this laſtdifference) irmay be 
well and ſafely obſerved, thatthe worſe words rhe world 
hath given Gods Saints, the better and more glorious titles 
arc given them of God himſcitezand che more men hanc 
renowned the other, the more haththe Lord abhorred 
them, and madeth:m abhominabletoalleyes & cares. 

His owne Somme ( our Saviour) when inthe dayes of 
his flzſh he dwelt among vs, had as bad, yea, and farre 
worſe language given him, then any that cverlived; he 
that reades his lile, knowes how ofthe was abuſed, and 
moſt baſcly vilyticd, hewas a 54maritane, he was mad, he 


had a di eli, &c : but tie Lord God (his father, and our Totn x. 


{father,) hath given him a vame aboue ail names, and honor ?! 
and glory above 3Il principalitizs and powers; and ſo 
muchrthe more gloriouſly ex1iired him, by how much 
among men he was becomethe ſcorne, and contempr of 
the pcople. And inlike maner doth hedeale with Chri- 
K rams 
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ſtirs (as he did with Chriſt ) according tothe eminency 
of their pictie (for whichythe greater it 35,they lufter grea- 
ter reproach, ) he giues them more excellent glory,cven 
inthe cyes of men,as we might ſhew in many examplcs. 
And this is our ſix4 and laſt Aivaniage. 

And now ( beloved and longed for in the Lord) what 
ſhall we ſay to theſe ehings?here we hauc had a /5277, and 
ſammary \arvey of thoſe tingular, and celc(tiall advanta- 
ges, thatthe Lords people have, (even ar their worf/ ) of 
all vagodly mcnar their beft, I lay a ſhort and ſummary 
ſurvey of them, tort we ſhould enlarge our (clues inthe 
dilcovery of thcm ſo farre as we might, when fhould we 
have done ? or where ſhould we end ? or, if we couid ma- 
nifelt them as they arc, {which mortalitie cannot doe) there 
could be neither exd, nor meaſure, of our Dilcourle; nav, 
ir might be crucly ſayd of thele excellent things, as theo 
Ev inecli#t fpeaketh of the reſt of the acts, and layings of 

th,21,2;. Chriit, which are written, that| the whole world would not 
containe the bookes, exc. | hat mult containe, the tul! de- 
claration of thoſc infinite things, wnerein the true com. 

fort of the Saints doth conſiit; for they arc (intruth) 
vnviterable, nay indeed, vaſearchable, as the Apoſtle doth 

plaincly (ignite when he ſayth | he heard ( being wrapt in- 

to the third heaven) things not to be vitered. ) And if of the 
myftcrics and lecrets of the Gotpell (which ct>-where hc 
ſpeaketh of,) much more may ir be moſt crucly iayd of 

the conſolation, benchir, and reward of the fairhfull and 

z Cor,z, g. Per ſecuted profeſſors of the lame, that they are ſuch [ As 
eve hath not ſcene,care hath not heard, nor hane entred into the 

heart of man to apprehend, | the zitarall man 15 meant in 

the former,the /p11its.ul{,may be vnderſiood in the latter. 

For grace is as vnable (mixtwith intirmitic) ro compre- 

nend heavenly things that are glorious, as natare(voyde of 
- pracc / 
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race) 1s, to conceiue aright, and reach thoſe that be hy- 

ly and gracious. \Vhy then, what ſhall we lay to theſe 
heavenly things, thus heaped vp together, to make vs 

wholy happy? It the Lord haue laid them vp in hu booke, | 
ſhould not we lay them vp in oar bo/omes? And blefſe him I 
abundantly who hath ſo over-abudantly blciled vs with 

theſe benedictions, which are tent vs, lo to [weercn the 

bittereſt cup of our calamitie, that we mightdrinke the 
botrome ot it with all chearfuinetle and retoycing?what 

{ayd the good Prophet of God once, in a calc of this 

kinde, | Ketoyce O heaven,and be royfwll O earth, breake forth 

into prayſes 0 yeemountames, for the Lora hath comforted his 
people, and ſhewed mercy vpon his afflicfed | and eventhis, 

may and oughtall Gods people now to ipeake (concer- 

ning the premiſles ) in the particulars that we haucre- 

vealed. 

How camcthe good Chri{1ans of the primitive times, 

when perſecution was (o lore and cxtreame, not onely 

( as was noted before) | to retoyce, buteven toglory in 
eribulacion ? ][ #9 ſuffer with roy ( yea with much toy) Roms, z, 
the ſpoyling of their goods? ] Togoc from the Conſiitory — 74 
with bloudie ſhoulders, yet [ g/a4 hrarts,reuoxcing that they y1. om 
were accounted worthy to undergce the worſt for Chriſi ? | 
And the Apolile who was {o abundant, aboue al] the 
reſt, ( not onely in the /abours, but in the ſufferinzs of the 
Golpell, allo)cellerh vs plainly! Great is my retojeings, / am * <2 7.44 
full of comfort, 1 haue (nor onely abundantly toy, bur ) 
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toy over-ahundant in all my :nbulations. | Theſcare ſtrange d 
words, yet truc, and ({uch as he ſaith, he hath alrcadie 3 
in poſſethon, and not oncly in ſome lz2hter affliftions, i 
but in his heavzeft diltreſſes , even in a his cribulatt- 
013; 1 
To haue Great toy, a 
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To be full of comfort, ye« 
To be over-fuil,or te over-abound, 
is ſuch a traync ot ſpecch, as never fell from man, by +» 
ny ſence or reaſon of fleſh and blaud, but onely from the 
ſpirit of God, and the power of his grace, which had per- 
{waJcd his fovle of the /weetne//e of this ſaving truth 
that we teach;that a man at his wor /{ ſhould not onely be 
full, but over-flow with comfort and toy, which is more 
then any wicked man can fay of his beſ?, for all the hap- 
pineſle vnder heaven cannot fi/l, much leſſe over-fill the 
heart of man, he cannot be ſatisfied, much lefle can he 
be glutted mdeede, or ſurfet in truth, with all temporal! 
delights,he that had the largeſt ſhare in them of any wcr- 
tall man that cver lived, ( even $.1lomon ) tels vs they can- 
not give full contentment, and againe | the eye canner? be 
ſatiſfied with ſeeing nor the eare with hearmg, ge \burt here, 
at our very worſt, we have our meaſure of ioy and (0- 
lace, preſſed downe to the bottom, illed vp to the brim, 
and running over vpon vs, from the Lord, who telleth 
vs, that theic light and ſhort troubles, ( doe not onely 
thus conlilt with our great reioycing here preſent, bat ) 
they [ procure onto vs mm heauen, an exceeding exceſutue (tor 
ſo the words doe ſound intheirtrue ſence)eternall waie h? 
of 2lory:)] Loe,what words the Holy Ghoſt vieth to cxpreſſe 
theie things to vs, { exceeding, ] | rxceſsine, | ro give vs to 
know,thattheſe being the greatef/ words which can ſhew 
any thingto vs, the things intended in them, arc preater 
then all words can cxpreſſe, 

And why then doc we droope, or faint vnder any thing 
(dearely beloved ? ) how ill doth ſorrow or feare (of this 
ſort ) become a Sarmt ? who is not onely commanded to 
[ reioyee jn the Lord, evermore, | but hath reaſon given 


| him foo doe, inthe things (thus farre ) declared by vs. 
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or, The fauhſulls WWell-fare_.. 
O ueſtionleſſe, if we could ſettle our thoughts vpon theſe 
divine things, they would produce very divine effeRs in 
our hcarts, and put vs (as it were) inco heaven betorc. 
hand, ( # parz,) end make vs much the more mecte, tor 
the abloluce pollc{hon of the pertcRions thereof in due 
time. 

And this is the fir? v/e of this moſt worthy point of 
truth, whercin though we haue (eemed long to 1nlilt; yer 
know, iti3 (uch good being here, (as Peter once ſayd ) 
thac wce could cven buijd Tabernacles in the bleed 
comfort of che (ame, as hnding it ro be much harderto 
get owt, then to goe on further in the dilcovery hereof, 
whercin a faichfull man is (after a ſort) rranſfigured, and 
mounted alot farre beyoud ail mortalitie, meſer y,& wvexa- 
tion, of mcn,or divelsin this world; which now, (thus 
rayſcd)eithcr he ſeerh not,or it he do, he beholdeth them 
as faire vnder his feete, wich a Chriſtian, and holy con- 
tempt,and himſclfe hath (his heart bcing ſerled on theſe 
things ) his ſcate ox k1gh with the Lord, and his bleſſed 
and beloved ones, vato whom he ſcemeth to be tranſla- 
red, in the ſweetc apprehenlions of his (oule,while he 1s 
converſant in thele ſacred, and (upernaturall meditati- 
ons;and beholdeth the gloriowe f:ce of God, ſhining vpon 
him, and his owne heart ſo dazeled with the heavenly !u- 
fe of this moſt bleſſed light, that he cannot well tell 
(forthe time ) where he is, whether #9 the boay or xs, his 
{oule ſoaring aloft, and finding {uch inconccivable con- 
tentraent intheſe conſo]ations, 4 

But we muſt putan end to our diſcourſe of theſe com- 
forts, and lcaue the re!!,cothat time when we ſhall come 
into 47 «all and full poſicſhon of endleſſe life, where wee 
ſhall enioy the infinite fulneſle of thoſe things, where- 
of, all that can be ſayd ofthe be/? things that are here,arc, 
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but the beginnings, and firlt fruits, of that which we (hall 
hauc there. 

And iſo we come to 4 /econd v/e of this bleſſed truth 
which conccrneth wicked men, varo whom wee mu!? 
Terror to change our notc,and /in, another tune, from the true con- 
Perlecut?rs ſequence of the tame tor it ſound«th {as ail heavenly 

truth doth ) heavsly, in their cares, and was nor more 
ſweetely muſicall to the Saints, then itis dolefully miſer able, 
co {inners.” We ncede nor {ay much to them, the loſle of 
all the atoreſayd happines and fclicity of the fairhfull, 
is more then a little, ina/much as we haye {eence, (as wee 
have gone all a /ong trom one paſſage to another, ) their 
miſery and vahappincs, hath {till beene entwiſted ( -ppo- 
ſitely) ro the toy of Gods cholen, and enrayled thereun- 
to ; {o that they are not onely d-prived of 19 much toy, 
as hath appearcd to the faithful 1n every particular,from 
pointto point ; butare further a//ared ot as many, and 
as great miſcheifs, as our mercies doe amount vntozeve- 
ry comfort to vs, carrying with it 4 cur/e allo vnto them. 
Yetover and aboue all that wee haue {ayd, there is 
ſomewhat more falling vpon them, ( to their further ter- 
ror)from this truth ; and that is mcant vnto the perſecu- 
tors and tormentors of Gods people, who doe full otten 
aftright,and terrihe,thoſe whom they haue in their pow- 
er, with big, and bitter words, with crucll, and curſed 
ſpeakings ; viz : that 7hzs, and that rhey will doe, & they 
ſhall, (1, that they ſhall) well know, thar it is in their 
power to exercile their pleaſure, and to have their will 
vpon them : Tult, »s inlolent and imperious as Pte, 
{ knowest thou not that Fhaue pewer to binue thee, &e, and 
cheſe ryrants will impryſon, will torture, will kill, what 
will they not 4ve ?and whar ſhall not Gods childe end-r7e, 
it cither vil: wor 4s, or villanons deedes, may put mo into 
read 
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dread, diftration, yea, deipcration ? 

But wilt thou know, O thou vaire man |, and vile mit(- 
creant, how idlely all this ts veecred co terrific hum wh 2 
Can by vertuc of theglorious light of this g gracious trut! | 
triumphantly retort all this vpon thy lcite, rothine owne 
terror and amazemeat ot heart, and rell thee two thy 
tecth, that ſceingthe wor/! of Gods cliiide ts better then 
the bel, of any wicked man, therefore all thou canſt ſay, 
or doc, cannot make him haife (o miſcrable as thy ſelte 
art, wh o douſt thus menace the members of /e/ivs Chriſt, 
\\ hen thou haſt Perr ont all thy malice, /*nedvp all the 
venyme, //-»t, and emptyed vpon them, all the malig. 
nity and gall the Divell ever engendered, and encrea- 
{cd in thee ; yer even then, thou hait not made him halfe 
19 vxhappy, as thou now art in thy conceited happines, 
and cxemprion, from all thele extreamityes. 

And the poore difireiled Martyr of the Zord /eſus, 
may ſay inthe tryumph, of atrucand powerfull faich, 0 
Tyr at, or Oppreſſer, now, that now in this 1gony, mm theſe 
anzuiſhes, I will not change ſtates withthee, my Caſe is better 
then thine,1l thouic anjt doe,cannot make me ſo bad as thy (elf, 
my tortures are tobe preſerved tothy pleaſures, my racks, 
chayue: ſcourges, 4. cannot make me ſo miſerable, as thy pa- 
tace,projperity,eaſe, honour aud power makes thee: 1 ammore 
10y0us vnaer all theſe oreat gr fevances, i then thou C: 1/1 bee in 
all by greateſt glories : doe theup 1erſecute 1 Will 1cy, doe thou 
afjl1c2 1 will pray ; {mite thou, / will (mile; my God vath laid | 
a [weete, a 'overatene, a healing, yea 4 heavenly plarſter, to | 
all th: ſe bitter { [cres, which fully cures her, and comforts 2 
my. namely, that ke huh taught me tolearne th 1t which now, | 
1 hae lear ned to feele, that my worſ? eſtates better then thy | 
beſt, the [weetnes of which leſſon, makes all evi ls eaſte to ſwai- 
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low, and of quicke, andeomfortabl: digeſtion, coen at the ex 
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treame/?, thit they can be. and herein 1 tcy, and wilizoy mau- 
gre all the divells 1s hell, a14 hell-hounds on earth, 

\Vould not this, ( or the like {peach vato this) make 
thecares of Tyrantsto ele, and their hearts to tremble? 
would ic not vexe and torture their very {pirits within 
them, to heare thelc voyces ounding from the mouths 
ofthole, who arc vader their heavy vexations? 

Certuncly,it would worke one way or other with chem, 
ifchcy could but belecue it; either it would cauſerepen- 
cance vnto ſaivation, and make them weary of their wic- 
kednes, & moſt willing to become as one of the-m whom 
they thus avule ; or to tret and tume, and gnaw our their 
owne bowels, to lce thcmlic]ues defeated in all theim- 
pious purpoles, which being tomake the Lords people 
molt miſcrable of all men,can not by the wo/?, and wor/?, 
and //, they can doc, make them any way fo miſcrable 
as themiclues, who ( 7 their owne op1n10)) are more hap- 
py then any. Doe you thinke ic would not make their 
hearts to boyle, yea to burre within them, and chaſe chem 
{o throughiy, char they ſhould bee forced to foame at 
mouth, wich indignation, andailtemper ? Were a man 
butin their bolomes, to (ec hoiv they fret, and vexc 1n- 
waraly, when they perceive, Go hirn/e!/feto laugh them 

to ſcorne in heaven, and hrs people ro laugh arthem on 
carth, ro ſee, that all che mallice aud villany che Divell 
can arme them wichall, cannot make anothers eſtate at 
wor/t, lo bad then their owns, at beſt ; then would lome- 
thing appeare, as the effect and cfhcacy of this truth, 
which wee hauctold them, it may be they would ceaſe 
their bloody hands againitche bleſſed of the Lord, and 
beginrto lay them on themlelues, as 7ud.zs, (and ſome 
other of their preaice//ors,) have done. But our God, the 
God of heaven,doth ſuffer the Djvel, the [ God of this world 
Is 
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to blind-feld their eyes that they (hould not [ce, ) or know, or 

acknowledge thts truth, and lo by the tywnorance there» 

of, they worke out, at once 
Ther owne perattion,and Ply!.s, 
Our ſalvation, and make | 
Vs, bleſſed Mariyrs, : 
Themſelues,acturſed Malefattors, 

in deſpight of all chat they ( c9trar ity) intend 1 ang here- 

of, if they might, or conld be perſwadcd, no queitton 

were to be made, butthey would quickly become,cithcr 

better, or worſe, But it is milery enough that they cannot 

be brought to belceve the fame;oh, what laith the Apo- 

ftle[ /f our Goſpeilbe hid, it is hid to them that are (ot: | A * Corti 

heavie ſentence, inaſmuch as by ignorance (eſpecially 

wilfull of any truth, wore ſinne 15 multiplied againſt God, 

more ſervices done to the Dive!l,more milchicfe tomen, 

and (conſequently) more plagues heaped on,and wrath g..... 

ttored vp againſt the day of wrath, to be powred by the 

mighrie arme of Aimizhrie God, vpon the heads of all 

thoſe, that haue thus encrealed their impicties before 

him, who ſhall noteſcape thefull poyſon of all thoſe his 

envenomed wills which he hath revealed from hcaven, 

to be reſerved in hell forthem. 

But we will now /eaze theic men, as men /e/7 of God, 

and not ſo happie as once to giue vs the hexrine, orthe 

Lord, the beleeuims of this truth ; bur given over to be 

dr unke with their owne deluſions, to their owne damnati- 

on, pertwading them(ſejues ſo well of their owne cvill c- 

ſtate, and being ſo ll perlwaded of the good, and bleſſed 

condition of Gods children, that they meane ro conti- 

nucas they are, and to procecde in tih*ir impictic againlt 

the Lord, & oppreſhon again{t his people, till they _ 

wrought out, their owne eternall confulton by bothafid 

L pro- 
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provoked the dreactull indignation of the Zerd God, to 
come vpon them ts the vers! mo't, through this double 
miguur,commitred againſt his hight Mats (ite, 

And in our /:jt v/e we wiil twrne our {pcccii to all 


z manacr of peri2ns, cadevouring to docour belt, ro give 


them thar true information, which floweth from this 
Point whereof we now treat, and the premiſes of the 
tame, which have been ſo particularly and plentifuily 
rciar:d, at iarge vnto vs. 

Aad the con{equence of this truth for matter of 1n- 
fraction, looketh both at the Saints of God themſclucs, 
ad alſo ar all others rhatate not yer revealed ro be ſuch, 

For the forme: viz: thole who have beene already 
found and approoved to be fuitlifull, whoſe happy in- 
rercſt is therefore vadeniable in this heavenly truth, ic 
cals forthcir conſtant, continua)l, and perpetuall per /-- 
verance, in that their cſtate of gracc and holineſic, thc 
wor /t w hereot, is ſo good, as we have heard, For it our 
hri: being in grace ( while we are yet but babes, or be2in- 
ncr5therin)do giue vs alſaurance of ſo much conlolation, 


- doubtlcs, 1f wee continuc and hold our to the end, as we 


grow, and goc 01, in grace, io dorh the {weete {avour of 
this happincſle encreaſe and multiply vpon vs. But !: 
hope the dilcavery of the comtorts aforeſayd, is ſuch, 
as may ſauc me the labour, of any funthcr preffing of 
tnis polat vpon them, and that their ſtare of the bicf}ed- 
ncfle ofthem 1s ſo pleaſant, as they have ſenſible Angus 
ments within them ſufficient, both ts perſwage them to 
tarry where they are ; and to oppole, and repulie ail 
{uggeltionsto inc contrary. And therefore ] will no: 
perſue them with more words, for whoſe ſakes efpccial- 
ly,all that is pai?, hath beene vitered, and whole (ctled 
reſolutions touching their ſtate of grace, are ſuch, and 
(c 
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ſo vnmovcable as was the 4po/?les, who ſayd,[ 7 amſare, noms.ze, 
that neither death, nor life, nor Angels, nor Principalitics, 39+ 


mor Powrrys,nar thin WW preſ ent mor things to Come, no! hero ht, 
mor aepth, nor any other creuture, ſhall be avis to ſeparate me 
from the lone of God, which is im Telus Chrilt our Lotd.] 
This was his, of himelfe, and the Romares; this is, and 
ought to be ours, of eur /elues, and of all 1ywe Chriſlians , 
and thcrein we will re{t, and turne our /a/! /perch, vnto 
thoſe that yet are not turnea to the Lord, by any vilble 
manifeſtation of that faith, the verruc wherof, doth giue 
chem eheir part,and portion in the laving peace,& com- 
fort of that which hath b:ene vrrered. 

And what can we vrge(cither more,cr /://c)vpon them, 
then that they ſhould now ( at {i/) lcarne ro leaue their 
former (infull, and vngodly condicion, and cleauc to the 
Lord, in the power and truth of linceritie,and lanRitca> 
cation; that in as much as they are not yet Canonized of 
the Lord for Saints, nor have their mumes writtensn the 
booke of life, ( 1o farre as their life ſheweth vnco men) 
they might now (oxc-) bethinke themie|ues wharrthey 
are, and comc out of that cſtate, wherein they cannot be 
nappice, 

Ang what more werehrie, or worthy argurnent can we 
vie, then this which is ſo powerfull co periwade, it it be 
duly pondercd of them : For it is drawne from that 
which nature affetorth, and defireth ( 1 2/lmin) abouc 
all thinz5,co wit, the having ot a 2-04, yea the be? eftare, 
and conditi >n that is ro be had tn this world,& a much 
mare hetter,in heaven then can be had vpan any termes 
here. And can there be a bertcr eftare, then thar? or any 
{o good as thar? which 

1s impoſ$th{: tobe b1d, at the worſt, and 
Theor /t whereef 1s better then the beſt of any otter, 
OY Bcholde, 
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Bzholde, out of this cftate all pro/per 3746 15 miſery, and 
1n it, all miſery rs proſperitie ; have we not made it morc 
then manitcit, by ſuch abundance of molt nfallble, d- 
vine, and vnioubtedevidence, asneither drvels, nor men, 
can c0:9urably gainetay? Andis not ſuch a ſtare worth) 
iecking amo! 12 thole to whom it 1s /elely, and wholly, ape 
propri arcd ot che Lord! Who wouid ng be a $1577 vpon 
iuch tearmes, and embrace ptctie, decaule of the preci- 
ous and pcercietic blr//eanej/e, it brings with it, vpon a 
mans ver /all ſtare here, and that which is eternal ir 

eaven 2? \Vhy, let men 'karac to realvn and difpure 
thus, 

lt there be a ſort of people, who arc in ſuch a ſtateas 
hath beene {ayd, the wor// cette hmply good, and 
incomparably better then the be/! eftate of any vtlicr 
whatloever ; whatdoe I, ram Lou of that ICietic : 
I ſee my (clfe milcrable ( as I am) atm» beſt, 1 will ſurely 
our of my {elfe, and (irive with all my ltirengrth to be one 
of thoſe men, among whom the z2-2ne/? fare lo well, 
when they are inthew orſt eftate that ca. abe. 

Andit (thus) Ged make vs 2vlc to beginne to arguc 

for his gl Yy ) againit our ſelucs, when theſe hir't pro: 
politions be well vader:!100d, and applyce of v+, we thall 
be able (by his grace) totrame more comfortable PI c- 
miles, and to goe forward in this armine «:/c, pratiow, 
with confderatton of thoie further things, the conclu- 
ton and inference whereof, will miniſter vnco vs yet 

moreeourane,tocleaue vnro the Lord inthe communion 
of his Saints, 

For why ? the ſormer argument was taken from the 
milertes, £rieuances, perf. enim, and oppreſiicns of Gods 
people, and, yer it is powerfull, |, and able to conclude, 
bath a me eeſdtie; (and includcth allo an exay/c#;) of our 

{eng- 


\ 
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Or, The faihfull, Well-fav A / 
ſeparation from (taners, to become of thge number 
who are {o happie, in their very wi/ey : but this latter 
may be taken from the gr:ces of the lame men, from 
wholc diltreſles alone, we reaſoned before; and for the 
further woomg , and faſter vlewing of vs vnto the hea- 
venly corporation,ot ſuch as are happily incorporaied 
into Chri#t leſws, it may ( in the ſecond place ) be fra- 
mcdthus. 

If the wor/? of Gods people, viz: their troubles, milc- 
ries, and opprefhions, be (uch as doe exceede all the 
well-being ot other men, it 1n their gr @vances and vexu- 
tions, It goc {0 well with them, how happie muſt theſe 
men be coniidered in their graces, and the employment 
of them? 11 their bitter lorrowes be fo [weete, how will 
the /weete /1p, and favour of Gods ſpirit taſte, and reiiſh 
inthem? it out of crueltic, ryranny, and all manner of 
evill ſo much good may iſſue, when they have co doc 
with wicked ang vnrealonible men, who can con- 
ceiuve the conlolation that thall accrew varo them, in 
the free and peacrable excrcite of their graces, where- 
in they dcale onely with Gods owne Maieſtic, and 
ſuch of cheir fellow hrethrea and (iſters, as arc truely 
gracious with tnemielues? If the troubled waters, which 
are jo muddycd with the fovle fruit of Sarans, and 
mens malice, may yceide ſuch joy, what will low from 
the blefied influence of God himlelfe thinke yee, when 
he ſha!l leade them tothole Welles of ſalvation, whence 
they thali draw freely, and drinke their fill, of thoſe pure 
chriftall tirzames, which himlelic hath diſtilled? Surely 
every man multi neeges (in ail reaton) thinke, that if 
their wo» // of? 174 Of gri. fe and milery be /o good, this of 
grace 1nd peace,cannot but be vetier,and yoeld (weer-r 
fruit ton the former;& lo the be/f e//ate of 3 wicked mar; 
L3 bew7 
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being lo farre bchinde theirwors/t , multneedes be much 
azorc behind this, and viterly igftomparabiett:.cre-vmo. 

And yer, trough this be mach, the woſt,and b-//7 of all, 
!5 yer 0 COME, viz: their [tace of g/ory, which ſhall be the 
reward both of tizvir 2ricxances,and 2 2ces allo; and trom 
L240, aman whole heart were (et aright, might /a/tiy rvas 
lon thus. 

T'ticfe men ( Gogs Saints) were hyppicr then T, arthe 
worſt of their mileries,even in che midi of cheir enemc's; 
T hey were yet more happy then {v,whenwith their God, 
and with each other among themlelues, they might 
peaceably vie their graces; the lealt of thcle two, was 
more then a little beyond my beſt : Bur their beſt of all, 
being yetto come, fo ww, their bletſednes and glory in 
heaven, with the God of heaven ; whatfhall I conccine 
of their inconceivable tclicitie,thon and there ? and how 
infinitely vahappy am 7, that am 1o (hort of the good 
they haue,intheir very euiil? and am not yerlo farre, as 
ro be cquail with them in their mcancſl, and moſt afflic- 
cd conditiun ? Surely it bring {o well with them in their 
preevances; itcannot but be much better with them in 
their graces, and be/? of :1!, in their glory. O the hydden 
( yet heavenly )eſtare of thele holy ones; which is to hea- 
venly,thatit muli be 4/4d27,there being no politbility on 
carthrorevealc it. {bo would be out of thatſtate,where- 
in is ſo much cxccllency, that every evil therein, 1s cx- 
cceding 2-04, andcviry good cxcecderh each other ? It 
a mans hcart be not charmed ro the Divell,and by the Ds- 
vell,to the wor ld, to be kept here, inthar perpetuall pry- 
/on of infidclity, and protuncs, which wiil bring htm to 
that perdition which 1s due there unto z hee cannot but 
be drawnc out of himicife, and bis (tnfull Rate, with this 
three-feldsorde,and be tycd falt tor ever (as one « m_ 
rc 


Oi, The fait bſus j Vell. fi LT 
red and cnflamed ) to the /9r4 G4, inthe fellowſhip of 
thoſe þrs 5 274ts,who having bcene taithfull before him 
hcere, (both in Jerne hits will, and /« ff-r zwg forthe ſame ) 
have now received the w ages, both of their fa:th,and ſufe 

fer ings, inthe Ringdome tor whichthey luftcred,where- 
in th« ey ſhall lee him as ke is, and with him, his bleſſed 

Sonnz, his cternall Syrrt7, his beloved Szzats, in that life 
andimmorrt. alicy, bliſſ+, and felicitie, which God who 15 
faithfull, hatly per fermed to them, pr omiſed to vs,andro all 
the relt of his holy ones, kceping them, who arc alrerdy 
in attuall poſſe if MN, not ablolutely perteRt ( as bears yet 
without vs ) till wc ſhall be brought vato them, and both 
they, and we, {and all thecleR) vato the Lord our God, 
at the laſt day, to be compleate in that entyre, and ctcr-= 
nall pertction of bp! 'ory, the hope whereof, giues vs hart, 
and makes vs wayre ,and (igh in our (oules, looking and 
longing for that g'orious appearance of his, which ſhall 
make vs toappeate in glory with him, for ever andever, 
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